ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SOCIETY OF FREE SPACE COLONTZERS

Duning the past two years 1 have run into many questions on the SFSC from
persons in and out of the Soclety. The gollowing includes several of the
most impontant questions which reoccur in the process of informing petsons
about the SFSC. The "answens" 1o the questions are not to be consddered
to be §inal and complete; rather these should be read as approaches or
guidelines to superion replies. Members of the SFSC are invited to read
these question-answer guidelines in developing a better rapport with pro-
spective members. Suggestions fon Amproving the quality of Angonmation
about the SFSC are welcome.

Q. How will the SFSC §inance its colonization of outer space?

The philosophy of the SFSC .is that everyone has the night to Live his
own Life and the night to own property and that no person, no matier
what the reason,can coerce anothen to pay forn his desines. Governmment
taxation on this planet is institutionalized theft in which indiv.iduals
who create wealth are {ornced (coerced) to pay fon the needs of others.
Forn this neason, the SFSC wants no government funding or control over
its profects. ARL investment will be vofuntary and by way of gree and
private enterprise. The SFSC 4s in the process of establishing a
framework fon onganizing private businesses which will : (1) make a
profit; (2) contribute goods and seavices relevant to the movement Lo
space; (3] create dnvestment capital for new SFSC ventures in Zech-
nology and nesearch; and (4) create new processes and products which
will provide the impetus for new enterprise. Asdde from producing and
selling SFSC products to the publLic, the ning of associated business
entenprises will provide facilities fon recruiting, training and caring
0f the membership.

The SFSC itself will most Likely remain a "non-progit" organization
dedicated to nesearch. This will peamit individuals and corporations to
make tax deductible contaiibutions. As the SFSC becomes a worldwide
network with thousands of supporting memberns, these contributions will
amount in the millicns of dotlarns. The total capital of the outer ring
25 the éntenprises should eentually amount in the Zens of billions of
ollLans.

Q. But won't the cost 0f §inancing spacecraft and colonies be too great?

This is a very good question. After all, Lt cost NASA some 30 bil-

Lion dollans to §inance a progham for manned moon 4Light. However, This
program included a number of cost factons which the SFSC will be able to
avoid. This includes having to do everything from scratch. NASA had %o
embark on a research progham embracing neaty every branch of science.



Tremendows strnides in theoretical knowledge and practical experience were
gained at enowmous expense to the taxpayer. The results of this nesearnch
arne available to any onganization fon minimal cost. The SFSC 4s already
gathering all of the published information derived from the space programs.

The cost of present space voyages £s in Large part due to an extremely
puimitive rocket propulsion technology. The use 04 thermonuclearn powered
cnaft, among other possibilities, will neduce the present payload cost to

a fraction of present costs. In other wonds, the SFSC plans to create space
cradt at a much Lower cost which will requine a fraction o the cost forn
operation. '

There are many common-sense ways of reducing costs on equipment and materials
which government operated programs such as NASA do not employ. The SFSC will
buy much, if not most, of its materials second-hand, on auction and 4in
genenal when the price (5 Lowest. One way of doing this, &s stockpiling
materials Long before they arne needed. Some of these can be sold for profit
on the commodities manket. This applys particularly in the case of metals
and fuels. Presently, the government is selling vast stocks of materials
including entire Laboratonies and government installations at greatly
neduced prices. The SFSC will acquire these for (1) direct use Ln Lt
programs, on (2) eventual resale for a progit. Since the SFSC will be an
international onganization with information sources throughout the commercial
wornkd, it will be in an excellent position to forecast economic trends Lin
various countries and to Ainform associated businesses on how to invest
wisely.

The SFSC may well be able to make profitable use of the space shuttle %o
Launch onbital factornies in space. This would greatly reduce the cost of
getting 4into space. These gactories would be highly progitable. Many
products fon modean industry such as precision ball-bearings require vacuun
which <5 extremely costly to create on earth. 1In space, natwrally available
vacuum and Low-gravity environments will peamit the growth of Aindustries
impossible to sustain economically on on Earth. For instance, the
production of diamond crystal will be economically feasible in space,
possibly at a cost far below that of mining on synthesizing them on Earnth.
In addition; Low-ghavity environments will be extremely useful for Lreat-
ment of many diseases such as severe buwn cases and cardiac treatment. This
will be the beginning of an industrial base which will not only gacilitate
colonization of other parts of the solar system but require £t!

These considerations show that it 5 possible for the SFSC to gain the
maternial means forn accomplishing its objectives in outer space. However,
we do not claim that this will be easy, only that we Lintend to do LL.

Even if you are successful in organizing and financing youwr programs won'z

the government(s) interfere with your plans? What if the government oxn the
United Nations cLaims its right to impose Licensing hequirements for Aspace

ventures?
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On th §inst question, the SFSC does not intend to take an openly antagonisiic
nole to government. We will obey all Laws insofar as we must. However,

the government which enforces unbearable nestrnictions cn the SFSC bears the
Kisk 0f Losing all SFSC personnel and resources to other countries. The

SFSC will onganize as many scientists, technicians, doctorns and other

key areas of human talent into informal protective associations. Should

even a relatively small number of these people go "on straike” in support

of the SFSC, the geveanment in question would be hard put to maintain LL8
coencive stance foward the SFSC.

Practically speaking however, many governments may come o regard the SFSC
in a favorable Light as a source 0f highly productive and.innovative persons,
capital and ideas for the development of science and industry. Eventually,
governments will be anxious to support the development of orbital factories
arnound Eanth. One big problem will be convincing people to want to work
and Live in space. 1In this task, the SFSC will be decades ahead of any
govennment. By this time the SFSC will have become a werld cultural
movement with influence at all Levels of society. In other words, we will
be in a bargaining position!

The second question depends on what will be actually involved in the
"Picensing” procedure and the constraints of License(s). The SFSC will comply
with the Law except in extreme cases such as expropriation - when we will
defend our nights to ourn property. However, in space we do not recognize

the sovernedignty cof any government. In the early stages of space colonization,
Eanth government(s) may attempt jurisdiction over the space colonies. And L
may noi be possible and in oun best interests to assent owr soverneignty Ain
the early stages but Lt will continue fo be owr unbending mission to assent
total independence from any Earnth government. Most Likely this will cccur
with the establishment of substantially self-sufficient colonies on Mars on
the astenodid belf.

Although it may well be possible forn the SFSC to carry out its objectives,
how does it expect fo gain suppornt from a Large numbern of persons when Lts
plans are obviously so nemote to everyday Life and fulfillment in the
"here and now"?

This is a very salient and important question. As a general philosophical
position, the SFSC neven demands sacrifice grom £ts members nor will Lt
sacrifice for any of its memberns. 1t &8 the explicit assumption of the SFSC
that individual's with whom it deals are acting in theirn own rational self-
interest. The Society, o any of Ats members will not ask any member, ox
_anybody else fon that matter, to act contrary fo their own self-interest

(as they perceive it). The SFSC rnegards altruism, the philosophical view
that it is morally necessary to place the interests of others over one's own,
as contrary to Life and as the ultimate denigration of the human spirdlt.

In other words, the SFSC encowrages and thrives upon selfishness.

What this means (s that the individual participates in the SFSC to the
extent that he on she desines. This penmits the widest range of voluntary
nelationships. Forn this reascn alone, many persons Looking for an
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altennative to altruist-collectivist society on this planet will choose fto
participate in the SFSC. AlLthough many of these persons may not personal-
Ly be desirous of colonizing space, they may want: (1) Lo work in enter-
prises associated with the SFSC which are operated on Libertarian principles;
(2) their children to be educated in SFSC schools; (3) Lo &ive on SFSC
Eanth bases; (4) to invest in SFSC assceiated entenprnises; (5) ©Lo carry-
on advanced nesearch in SFSC Laboratornies and experimental stations free
fnom governmment intenference; (6) to preserve an option for suwival and
§needom for themselves and their children; (7) Zo participate in SFSC
social activities and programs. The SFSC and {ts proghams are directly
nelevant to everyday Life and fulfillment in the here and now. Out

progham of training and education of all members willing to participate 4is
directed to aid them in gaining self-confidence and skilLs Lo gain better
fobs and to Lead rational Lives. The SFSC s establishing a psycho-
therapeutic program designed to nebuild individuals damaged by altruist-
collectivist society. The SFSC will be building bases which will include
farms, industries, Laboratornies, schools, hospitals and shelters for
protection against thewmonuclear, chemical and biological warfare.

As the SFSC grows 4n the quality and quantity of <{ts programs, the rnelevance
0f 4its obfectives to everyday €ife will become all the more apparent. For
example, many persons are becoming aware of the {mportance of ecology 4n

Life. SFSC nesearnch in closed ecosystems and intensive recycling systems

will be 0f direct importance to modern society. Research in fields such

as hydroponics, protein synthesis, controlled thernmonuclear fusion, cybeanetics
and space medicine will have great nelevance o puwrsudits on earin.

A numben of factons will favor the SFSC 4in attracting Large numbers 0
suppontens to its nanks, these include: (1) government-.induced enemploy-
ment in scientific and technological fields; (2)  the increase in the
twmoil and violence all overn this planet; (3) the decrease in civil
Libernties and investment - entreprenewrial oppontunities; (4) glaghant
breakdowns in many areas of economic activity such as agrniculture and
Andustry.

We expect that many individuals will find Lt in theirn best interest fo
associate themselves with the SFSC. 1In 1975, there will be four bitlion
persons on this planet. Out of that number,it is not far-getched Zo

assume at Least one-half of one percent wilLl support the SFSC: this
thanslates into 20 million supponterns. We expect that the SFSC will achieve
considenable popularity in countries such as Japan, Brazil and West Gerumany.
However, individuals §rom all over the planet will join the SFSC.

But {sn't the SFSC primanily an intellectual elite?

No. The SFSC is not primarnily an intellectual elite. It 48 an elite of

all kinds. Individuals of all backgrounds who are hational and capable of
nespecting the nights of othens are wamly weleomed 4in the SFSC. We believe
that the philosopher, scientist, auto mechanic, gaumer, and artist, i a
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national and free society have ample neason for progitable exchanges at all

Levels of Life. Anyone capable of producing value 4s welcomed fo trade

with us. The SFSC promotes cross-training among the members. For instance,

the SFSC 44 plaming to provide practical training in mechanical and technolegical
shills to those puimarnily ondiented toward intellectual pursuits. In turn,
individuals of all backgrounds are welcome to engage in "intellectual"

PURLSULTLS .
What 45 the position of women 4in the SFSC?

There 44 no sexual discrimination in the SFSC. Individuals hold positions
on the basis of thein abilities. Women have and continue fo occupy positions
04 authornity in the SFSC. Women who really want to be nelated Zo as
individuals nather than puimanily as sex objects should gind the SFSC a
challenging alternative to the hypoerisy of altruist-collectivist soclety.
Sexual f{reedom between consenting individuals {4 encouraged 4in the SFSC.

How do people helate to each other in the SFSC?

With a §inm nespect for each othen's nights to Life and property. Relationships
are explicit, that is, individuals are outspoken about what they expect grom
each other. Respect is earned and not given indiscriminately. Coercion

of any kind is strictly prohibited. The socialist dictum of "grom each
acconding to his ability and to each accornding fo his need", 45 reversed

in the SFSC. 1In other woads, the individual defines his or her own needs

and desines and fulfills these only to the extent that he on she .8 able

to create value for exchange with othens. There are no free Lunches in the
SFSC - each member is expected fo pay his or her own way. Each individual

44 accountable forn his ok her own actions. One 48 never held accountable for Zhe
actions of others. The night o Live one's Life according fo one's own

values s paramount Lin the SFSC.

ReLationships <in the SFSC permit rationally self-centered generosity. The
problems of tacit indebtedness engendered by altruism are avodded. Individuals
in the SFSC nelate to each other out of self-interest.

How does the SFSC negand hace and class?

The SFSC has no foamal or informal discrimination by race, ethnic group,
nationality and sceial "class". The SFSC is not concerned with the prion
affiliations of a prospective member. Race and other collfective categories
are considered false and generally coercive and alien to Andividuality.
Persons with strong allegiances to race, nationality, ethnicity on religlous
cults and whose self-image acutely depends on these mythical entities,

may not find the going easy An the SFSC.

But is not the SFSC itself a "collective"?

1t is not a collective since Lt does not ask on demand the individual o place
the goals of the organization above his or her own self-interest.

Tndividuals are recognized as free and self-seeking agents. The SFSC results
from a serdes of free and rational assocdations between Anddividuals - and

not as a nesult of sccial, poelitical, cultural, religious and racial "heritage"
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which are claimed to be above and beyond the ownership, control and
undenstanding of the individual. 1§ one neads the Literature of vatious
socialist, racial and neligious movements,one constantly runs achoss

the claim made that the individual must and needs to belong. The

oLaim does not appeal to the individual's self-interest but seeks to shame
the individual into a sense of duty. In other words, the individual 48 made
16 feel a moral "need" to sachifice self-interest to the interests of a
collective. This nesults 4rom the iLLogicity of altuist-collectivist
philosophy and society.

Does this mean that the individual can enter the SFSC and demand that things
be done as he on she desines?

An individual can only demand to the extent that he or she owns and controls
a process on entity. This &5 not onky a moral-ethical premise but holds
te in physical reality. No person can demand something grom someone
unless there exists an explicitely degined agreement Lnvolving a transfer
0§ value e.g. geods, services, nesponsibilities. Property befonging Lo
individuals s subject to their absclute control and disposition. Property
of the SFSC is controlled and managed by elected and appointed officints.
04 §icials are elected by dues paying members and shareholders. 1In othen
wornds, authornity, responsibility, accountability and ownership are clearly
defined in the SFSC. An individual can do as he or she desines but noi
with the propenty of othens on by infringing upon delegated authornity and
privileges,untess the privilege to do s0 has been eawned and accorded.



