
ESSAY ON DRUGS

by

RICHARD R. SLOMON

Copyright @ Lg73 by Richard R. Slomon
-a11 rights reserved



a
.,:1

(^

lfhe proliferation and d.iffusioa of d:lrl€F nay nell pose a threat to the

surrrival of Arnerican society. Aside flon the a.d.d-ictl-ve nhar.d-n druSs such as

heroin and. the barbj.turates, the pathological effects of which are wid.ely

knonr, the basically ncn-physiolog'ical nraind.rr dru€s vhose popula.r acronJmut

LSDI Dl4Tr STP, etc. have become qtrasi-sacrosanct trad.e nanes of the ps"vche-

dellc cor:ntercultun are increasi::g in nr:mber to well.over a hr:ndred.

d.ifferent chenical conpounds" Most of these new halluci:nogpns (vision pro-

ducing) can be nanuJactured. i-n nakeshift laboratories nith lirnited. eqrripnent

or even in tbe avexa€€ household. kitchen. The long:-te:m and even short-te:en

biological and psycbological effects of nost psyched.elics (n-ina uanifesting)

have begun to be nonitored, r:nd.er controlled obselvation and. testj.ng.

LSDr first prod.uced by a Swiss laboratorlr in l-945r r+as i.:ccr.easi.::g:1y used.

la the 1950rs in erperimental (chernotherapeutic) research i:r Psychiatry

dealing vith'alsoholisn and schizophrenia. qy 1950, thousa^nd.s of patlents

and volunteer subjects had. been erposed. to LSD, nescaline, and psilocybin"

Somer like Ken Kesey, the folk hero of the rrelectric kool-aid. acid. tes+"tl

wbicb rocked. the west coast in the uid-sirties, ancl Tinothy Leaqr, east coast

acid gurtrr began prosel-ytizing a quasi-religious movement aJnong youllg drop-

outs and college stuclents. The Haight-Asbu:ry &istrict of San Fra.ncisco by

1955 becane the Mecca of a d.iffuse subcultare which invoived as €.e of its
najor traits the brack roarketing of psyched.eric d:ctrgs" rf the nmindl

drugs led to a number of trba,d. tripsrr nhlch nrost authorities ascribe to oniy

a rrery sm^:'11 percenta6e of total dmg use (.1%), then the amphetarnirres,

trspeed.n a.nd. barbi'burates' su.ch as used. more frequently by pre-coI1ege arLoies-

cents ha.re prcved. far,r rnore deleterious to health and" on a significant nunber
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of oCcasions-fata1.

fre nass cra'ze of hallncitogenic dn:€;s appears io have s.ubsid.ed. from its
peak in the late s'ivties. No longer does one encou:rter the proselybizi:rg

hippie nfreakn lrho is obsessed with lttr:rn-ing onn the unin.itiated.o Although

csre naf find' conforb in the waning religious fewor of coun.bercnltr:re d.ng

advocates lnclud-ing, t6r the way, such intenrationally renovmed. intelligent-
eia as scientist-author Alilous Hux]ey and. psychologist-orientalist Alan Hatts,
there renains the so far rmacclafuned. fact of a far more pernasive infiltra-
tlon of hallucj:rogeni.c d.:cug use into the stoIid., non-rebellious Anerican

uid'&Le class. In essence the lrind. d:rrg revolution is becoming co-opted

by the qiilille class trestablishmentn. Even roore d.:isturbing perbaps, is gre

shtft to add'j-ctine physiological nhard.rr dn:€E by the h-ippies an4 working class
rhite youths shen in the past nsma.c'kn (treroin) was d.lsdained. by countercuLi*e.
advocates. Heroj^n ad'*ictionr snce primarily the d.ornain of, ghetto blacks and.

to a lesser degree lorrer nid.dle class r:rban nhites, is rapid.ly becomjng, the
{srn{nant qlstique of the white cowrtercuLture generally composed. of youths

originating in tJre upper uuid.d.le cl,ass.

3aslea1Iy tl:-is pbenomena can be seen as a dnrgslLift eunong negative elites.
In other.}ronls, the dyearuies of American society have ciranged. fron the enu-1a-

tion of positive elites, i.€.r those enJoying rnaxirmrn material and. social
rewaeds through orrlained' ehannels, to the einrlation of negative el-ites vhose

rantcfu€ depend.s on its eapaclty for justified. revrrlsion a.nd. anti-socj.al be-
I

hanrior' sociopathic behavior in negative elites clemalds continuous escaLation
in order to rnai:rtaj-:r rfuat niSht be calLed. a pecici:rg*orCer of despair. No

other dr:ug ha.s tb.e rrystique of d.espair as heroln" rn sumo the need. for
socio-pathlc escalation lootg negative el-ites promotes a shif.b to hsd. dp€sc

flLre recent noves by black youtbs in trrban girettoes tc,imJ-t Clug ad.d3ction js
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by no means contra;ry to .thls thesis since the black na;n no longer represents

a negative elite to the white countercu-Lture. Asid.e from the inflarmatory

rhetorio used. by the 3lack Panther ?arby, the aspirations of the black
nr'evolutionr j:e America, are basically old-styIe rnid.&Le class naterialism.

Id.eologicallIr this has nilitated. agaii-nst the nid.espr€ad use of trnlnd.rt

drugs by blaeks arid. is penuitting the co-opting of tbe qpsticisn-of-despa5-r

sSmdrome frorn the black ghetto subculture. '

At this poiat the. readex nay ne1l have decided that the shlft to hard.

ad-d.ictive d:rrgs is 3E greatest threat to American society. fb:is ls hard.ly

the case a.nd' although heroi-n ad.d.iction presently constitutes r"l acute sociaL

problem, it nay r+elI be jn historicaL te:ms, a r:nere flash i.r: the pan. uind.

nanifesting drt.r€E are bere to stay nh:ich j-s not necessarily the case for
beroi.:r and. other euphoric narcotlcs. The opium poppxr processed. for the

l1Iicit trad.e in heroin, is groun in hrrkey, Bu:ma and taos. Tlrese sslrrces

v111 eventually be d.enied to America.a a.d.d.:icts and tbe resultant d.ecreasi:lg

availabilitly of heroin conbined. wlth the greater efficiency of metha.d.one

treatnent and' other therapeutic procedures, will nost 1ikely 1ead. to an

eventual stabllization of the add.iction problem.

tlee problern of psychd.elic drugs is not at all sj*rn:iIar. l,Iany drugg ca;1

be na.uufactured. in onets basenent at ninimum cost. In fact the black narket
price for a trhitn of LSD is generally one doIlar or the cost of a raartini. or

two beers. Knowlefue of, hallucinogenic conpound.s is beconni:rg as sophisticated.

a.nd' wid'espread. as to pemuit thej.r ertraction from easily available natural
sources. For lnsta.nce, the psilocybin rmeshroom found. groni.:ng wi3-d. j:r oaay

states prowid.es a polrerful hal-Lucinogenic compowrd.. Although the process of
ertraction is somewhat iltric.ate, lt can be ca:mied. out in ar,y household.

kitchen. Another hallucinogen, nyristicin, can be extracted. from conmon

nutrneg. Of even grraater significa.nce is the potential irnpact of the halLu-

einogen of ad'renochrone r.rhich is naturally procluced. in the hunan bo(y.
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Advances i:r psychopha.:::naco1ory EEly soon

produce hallucinogens vithin the natural

Lnoagine the exasperration of legislators

prcnrid.e the neans for i:rd_ividua.ls to

processes of the body. One ca.n ve11

attenpting to outlaw dn:€E n"rrufaiturea

in this Etanner.

Ttris brirr8s us to the basic problem of the extreme difficu-lty of an osten-
sibly d'ernocratio political system to deal vith the ever-increaslng plethora

of easily narrufactured. dru€ comporrnds. ol trr-e other h;"r,cl the fear of the
potential effect of nnind.n d:a€B whlch is closely .""o"i.ted. j:e the publie
mi'rfl sifft counterculf,ure valuesr €.g., lack of na,tional allegiance, a.nti_

n'illtarisror lac.k of naterialist incentines, is increasingly 1iJcely to foster
autloritarl-euL measaxes such as the present rtno 1o.ockn 1av. It j.s of no mea:r

slgn5-ficance tilat the totalitarian measnrres of the Soviet BIoc a.nd. MainLancl

ghina have no reported. dnrg problern of an;r kind..

Asr ex?erinentatj"on ln mind, dru€s becomes increasingly jmbed.d.ed. jn the

Broductive core of Anerica.n society alad. the erplosion of nev conpound.s negates

effective tinely testilg and. legal legislation, we eaJl erpect the pressure

to build. on lioth sid.es of the question. fhe flrst b€ing the protection of
society and i.ts cuLtural rralues froro the potential onslar:ght of ontological
a'd'd':ictionz i.e., the d^esire for an wrreal existence. oir thi.s sid.e nill be

all of the vested. interests of national power and. corporate capitaLism.

In Ju:rtaposition w111 be the pirtlosophy of j:rd-ividual freed.on exist5:rg

above and' beycnd. social respon-sibility, i:r being able to dispose an6 trans-
fo:m emotions, atti.tud"es and, physiolog:ical processes accord.:ing to the unique

esthetic potential of the ir'.dividual. In th-is conflict the state vill find.

lt is Lncreasingly uorking; at odd.s vith itself in persecuting members of
lts cr:eative elite, llne only real solutlon to this impasse asid,e from the

institution o.f a static iotalitarian systen vill have to be the accom,nodati.on

and. protection o.t'the inrliv:i,d.ualrs control over the d,estiny of his nind. en,l.
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