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CAN 01''lE BE F33E Ill AN UIIIFRSE I;0RLD?

by Richard R. $lomcn c 19?h

Frasented before thc Society of F?eo
Space Colonizera }troverrber 16, 19?L

Frcodom may be defined as the absolnte ability to nako choices about onets own

lifc without the fear of physical rntervention by others. Iogical\y, this nean$ one

cen4ot physically intervene in anyone elser s life, eince this would nulJ-ify tho basj-s
of onor$ oi..Tr -freedom. This is the foundation for l;ibertarien-Objectivisi rnorality,
and nithout the general aceeptance sf this ;lora1 premj-se tirere can exisl no real free-
dorn for any individual on tliis planet. Aly c1-aim to tiie ci;ntrary ccnstitut,es 3n illu-
sion or a fraud. The near-iotal reign, for i,ho'rsands of years, of Feiih and Foree as

Lhe primary intellectual- anC polrt,ical docbrines constitutes the derk age of hurnan Ce-
spair out of rvhich r:embers ef, the Creator Class are struggling.

T[is is a11 unfree wor.lC, and t]rere 1s no way of ultimate\y escaping the consequen-
ces uhile rernaining cn tiris planet und.er present condiiions. Il is inrpossible fcr a

rnorally responsible inriividual to enjoy freenem anp+here on this planot. A11 land is
controlled by political entities which in varying Cegrecs fa1l bo recegnize tho abso*
lui.e right ef the rndividu;rl te live hi-s or her crntt life free frorr. force. Tliese sar:,e

political powers are rapidly exlending dominiorl over the oceans and polar 1ce cepsu

The raductlen of i:umnn rights in all suheres of activity shcws evcry sign of iniensi:
fying. The lclea of ruruting elray to aneiher ccrlntr,v whera tav' lalis arc 1t:ss confisca-
tbrv, or cf investi:lg o:. storing assets j-n 'tsa.f6rt cou:rtries such as 561f2grfand,5 nas

no real frrtur.e. Although countries such as Costa lij-ca offer teinporary havene for re
tiring upper*ircsfite perscns, there rs nD guerantee ihat such csunNrir:s i'iil]- not beccne
the targets for terrorist a'btackso In f;,ct, tlu-s is beconirrg ir.cre J-lkelv. Foi'tugal
a.ncl Greece have in the Dasjl been quie'b ltavens for iriany ln<ii-viduals seeicing safe and
peaceful retirenento Ccmlunist terrorisrr and the llnaiionalizalisntr of all- forei8n-
ewned rnnalth, results of their history cl repressive si*tist policieo, *re an in-
creasi:rg1y grevc tirreat in both cc,-intries. In very real t,ems there is nc place No

eseape, even temnorrrj-|y, The rvorld j-s round anci tl.re further you run the cleeer you
get to your original problern.

Even the herionistrc coidort of enjoying a ternporary refuge fron csllectivist ;nd
statist expropri-a+.ion is raari'e,C by tl:e norrrrting aptrrehensj-cn oi its eveniual spread
and of being annihilateci by its siCe-effects-*ti:at is, ihE hoLoceusL of thernonuclear
w&rc Un1ess one ecccpts the st,atus of a houncleci anj-nal end one is v;illing to lend at
least tecit supporl to the claims of ncral guilt ag;rirrsL life and property upneH sy

the altruist-collectj-vist leoters, lhen the ,noral indiviCual has no effectire choice
but to join his fellor's itt connon oefense against these gangsters.

Tho wsrld is en ihe verge eif an eeonorLic collspse. It lii-l1 aftect every na.ticn
a11d every individual on the plenet. -l-lihough it is true thei, one can teke flieasures
te avoid the c'lirect loss*s due to inflation *nd devaluaj.icnr in'Liie long run one can-
not help but e,:iperience a reduction, if not in one I s stan'-iard of li'.ring, at ltast i-ti

eppertunities '
It is impeesii:Ie to j:rsulate oneself againot the conssquencos of ''verld'a-ide eco-

nomic collapse " Assu:ning tliat one has had ihe folesigi:t i,a l'riseiy irrve*i i:i gold and

to have blai1t a fine cabin j,n the hj,I)-s, ',',eli stocked l';j.tii fcod;nd ci'ealurs cord'*r|s,
thie Coes nert alte:. tlie painful facc that one ]rns been forceC ter run auay and hide in
isolat ion.
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Arry nurber of events cen teko placa to end oventliis assunedly safa rebreat frErn
tha wer}d, Tha government, jn i-ts insana desire to Flactte starring and unenployed
nasses, might for instencc enltt a lar prohibiting hoardi:rg of foodstuffs beyond a
threa-day supp.ly under penalty ef confiscaiien anc severe fine. The prohibition on
heltling goad bullion in thi-s country sets a perfect preceCent fer an ttEnergancy Anti-
Hoarding Actrr. Undcr this larv the 1oce1 sharriff or forest ranger and iriu gangr
knorring oi your cabin, would hold you es a vicious ttsocial perasitcrt and confiscate
your feod stecks. This wouLd i:e your fate in a country such as the U.S. or Canada'
whcra somc ki:rd of law ilight still exist. South of the bordar yolrr grj-ngo' skin would
be thc Iegal aquivaLent of a fox pe1t.

For those rvho think that thj-s is an gxaggerati.on, pleaso ebsenre that bj-llions
of dollars in asseto have been and ara being expropriated fron large and powerful
rmltinaticnal corporaticns by nurnero'.ls governmen"bs. Lone individuals have far fevrer
avcnues of recourse than iras ITT. Iven in countries wi-th previously inpeceable repu-
tatisns for respecting individual financial privary, such as $rritzsrland, pentission
is being granted f or inspecticn oi nr-rcbered accounts.

Assurning that one hes tho financial acrtr.rcn and personal agility to protect ene-
self from bureaucratic lsoters p-rici rern:in solvent in the face of vtorld depression--ip-
deed tiris yreuld be a trir,mph of intelligence laudablc in itself, bui weulC it logical-
]y suffico in lhe case of t,h* lndividual wit,h a wall-developeci $€nso of self-identity
and moral integrity? No, it could not suffice.

.An ethical-noral code 1o a syaten ef values by which e conscious indj-viduel lives.
The cauoe-anci-effoct nature ef reality requires t,hat a r:oral-ethical code be consi-stent
with the real vrorlcl, if it, is to be a ueeful tosl for maj-ntaining exlstence. hoeievert
hwian existence is not funited to range-of-the-non*rtt survivnl ag is the case with
vl"ild beasts; it involves a reflective iv{sranes{i af self-identity. The characteristic
of self-ideniity 1s v,.i:at differentiatee conscious hunans from mechanistically respon-
sive &njmals. In abstract terms, self-identity is the capacity in an eatity to value
itaelf above a1-1 e1se, eince 1egica1ly its capacity to value ends with itself. Hsw-
ever, self-identity revolves about ihe capability of being able to menifest, and main-
tajs lbstract'.ra}.ies in tiie concrrtc. 'Ihis is Iegieal1y necessitabed by'Li:o eosential
netaphysical requirement, El all living th:ings to lraneforn n;+.ter arrd enerry to rsin-
tain exisbEpce" The liu1an capacily to live by transforming its csncrete envircnneni
is based on its ability to abstract,lv ccnceptuelize the ends to be acconplished as well
as the rneans for Coing so. A moral-ethical systen is the me:rne-the plan--not on\y f
fsr maintaiaing esi-stance, but for raising onets self-identity enci its emotlonal csr-
rollary, self-esteem. A norai-ethical systen is tire meens vrhereby the individual
achie',-e s thc happiness rinich is the sole rev;ard and nuaning of life.

Happinese ultimate3y csmcs from being abla te align onots emotions vl'ith a con-
sciously- heful set of leg,icaILy ccherent values. ConLrary to popular be1ie"f, er:otions
are not rnysteriously geieratecl by an auteno;noils $subconscioustt s+urce, but are tire
product ol experirntialiy learned values lrlii-ch are Eteled in rncnisry to farn prepro-
gfamrned (that is, 'rspontaneourir) rsspon$es to stfuar-:Li-. Eiaotlon constitr:tes a neces$ary
Jarfy iclentific.Lion- systen t,o tidngs wirj-ch vihen n€gativa lo l-ife sr h:;'nFiness elicit
fear or anger, and evoko love -in the case of extrene good. But this ear\r identi.fica-
t1on syst.n c"n be u.tj"lizecl neither as a cogniti-v* tool nor a.s 3 surragato for con-
scious va.lidation ihat c,ne iras earned the feeh:rg of self-esteem andr in essence, ef
happiless.
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Happinoos is noro comp3-ex thrrt neraly expcriencing a good fceling, 8r cven 1 suE-
tained sense of good fee1i44. Arr inciividual rust kncw that his sr her present sense

of euphoria i-s valid in relaticn to real conditiens. Self-identiiy, and ultinately
self--esteeni, are depenCeni pn mintaining and app)ying abstract eonceptual judgencnt
in perforrning reality checks. Happiness is fundarienta.lly dependcnt on tira self-der^an-
strl.ted c:pacity ts know thet feolilgs of self csteen ere valid, in line with thc con-
text of real csnditlons.

.A-n jndiviclual who carrnot lcrey{ or who rejects conceptual valj-datlon cannot 6Kper-
ienco happineos. This is dua ts the very naturo of the hurtan enrotions, whicb will
stil] fr:nction to proriuce doubt anci;rxiety lvhen conscious rellection io rejected.
In fect, tirio j.s tha stn:ctural reaso:l that a typical inCi-r'idual feels gullt cr shanc
when feili-ng geoC er exp*rienclng pieasurc. Ha itas nc systenatic coCe sf values wliich
is in line rittr his o'..m real naiur.e and t,hat ef the world. Iacki::g tliis, ire has valid
d.oubts as to rvhether or not he has earned tire right te be happ,y. True hapi-,ineso cannot
be experienceC unless one is sure tna,t i:is enjoynent j.s in line with his future exist-
ence Lnd self-irlentity. The -ridespread alier:ation people feel tolv;r'ds theruselves is
gencrally eltributed to tha supposed dichciomy bctreen the ccmscious and subconscious,
er ts a struggle axlong id, ego, and superegoo Eut this is not true; it cones fron tha
nightu'rare anxiety prociuced when ene dees not a&ult ths truth te oneself.

The whsle theery of the ttsubcofficiousrt as an autonsmous entity, sonething beyend
ihe control or ai-rtct influ*nce of the csnscious m"ind' iias reerrlted (in telT]s sf Nha

history af tl:eoretical psyctrology) fron the elevation o-i a v,'idespread psychopattdc
state to the status ef a theoretical iloliilrr Tliia is crie of the reasons ihat thought anci

omotien arr: belleved to be inhrerentJy cpposed and in ccnflic+". The noiion that happi-
nc$s can end ruul't tcke place apart fr';n the conscic,"ts iniellect results direct\y fron
tho fact that we live in a *o:'1i lergely popul;ru*ci b,y insane per$onsr and onol',cich
is both g*ne:'atir;e cf and receptive to the*reticel rartisnalizai:ions ef not only tiro
existenee but the necessity of insanity.

Happise ss is not only raore thrcn marely sustaini ng a good feeling s]. a feeling of
sey-osieem; it also requires more than the assurancs of susiaining short-term c@rpor-

aal existeilc6o Hunans have tho capa:iiy to Ceal v,lth preblenrs ra::t-ifyi'ng fa.r into ine
future. An ettrical-noraI code is in essens€ e set of, basic criterie for inter-nre+"iog
phcnomena and projocting these jnte tira future. Self-identity depenciu, nnt' only'*n
oners capacitlifer impfenenting abst,raei v;.Iues in Lhe realization of concrete re':ulta,
but also on being assurod c,f onors capacity to sustaj-n and inprove the proceso lnto
tho future. The ccherencs of onor$ abstra.ct valu.es lith his ernotive rsspon$e and their
censisiency w"ith rsal conc,ritiens, and the knovledgo that thi-s can be sustained into
the future, perni.ts the avrarorr*"i th*t ona has stirical-noral j"ntegrity and a rigiit te
happinose.

This awarsnd6s iE what trakao life viorth living. It requires tlte r:rcrst sielfish
e4pleitation of oners capa,cie,s. It reens ihat an individrral viIl not cori"pro:nisg irt
acfrioving the riost outstantling level sf lj-fe for iriinselj' Personal hcnor 1s that
vrhich gre jndiviclual proclaiiiis to ii:-rnself ae tlre standard r.rf acirlevenent ;ard goal of
his life, fron v,.irich he will net, shrink. Ti.ri$ sense of honar can never sacrifice
intcgrity to expodioncs. A rncral !':div:-du-a1, in recegnizing his self-identity ancl its
center ef etirical-;aoral cutien to hinself, rill not pend.t the substibutiori of ccnplex

evasions bcrn of co','u'a.rciica cr inaanity. $e1-f-i<lentily is supr:eno over evsn exist*ncn;
jrr other v,-trrcis, the encl nsvar c*n ;uotify the mean,fi. If the viay by wliich one lj-ves is
denonstrably invelid, then ths only clioice one has is to change or to csa$e exa6tsnce

as a hun:le bei;rg.
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In practice, moral aciion is acticn taken in what is understooC to be onerii
bighest self*interesto But this self-interest nust be guided by logical prenises if
it is to be effi-caciousl these logical premises in turn l:ave to be firnTly anchored in
the objective na'bure of the wor1d"

Ettrical-noral values are not to be ti:e producto of whirr or social conventj"on; they
are to be dorive.d frorn the ob;ective conditlons of the real world. Ayn iland has
reaffi-rrned i;he Aristotelian prenise that Itexlstence existsrr. There is oniy one reallty
and it exists in only one ryay, r,'hetft,er or not one chooseE to identify the proper
nature of this exisLence. Thj.s is the basio for any objectJ"vist ethic, and ttie only
basis uhich is 1ogica11y consislent, r',litlr a li-bertarian norality. Those who ch<lose to
defy reality anC act contrary to knovrablc ce.use-anC-effect relationships nust be
adjudged j.nsane or unethical. In rterrns of objectlvist, ethica and psycho-epistemologyt
if one conLbines the conclusions of Nathaniel Eranden vrith those of .Ayn Rand, ethical-
noral integrity ar:d sanity are nere\r the tr';o sides oi tire sarne paychological coino
The choice to defy eause-and-effect reality is both insane and evil.

HarrS' Brorvne argues that to try t,o change the thinking of others io an inCirect
approach lo solvjrrg Droblema. The direct and more efficient approach, he contends, is
to choose a cc'Jrse of action which Coes not depend on othere" It is intereoting that
lfr. Fro'a,'ne, riho eschews ihe use of any absoiule s'bandard o1'value, clearly iCenti,fies
pbilosophizi-ng and political action as poor sor;rces of vaLue. Le in'plies a standarci
but never irientifi.ee his bas;ic preri-ises, because to do so nicnld niean a logica3.ly ccher-
ent system of valuea going to the roots of existelrc€-irer a noral cod.e.

Basically Hr. Broyyne tel1s you to do your ovrn thingo He tells you what to avoid
in order to be free (such as self-iclentity and etirical-ncral valries) Uut he CoesntL
erplain for rrhat one should be freeo In fact, insteari of offe:'j-:'lg the nean$ of self-
protection and freedorn fron coercion, he actually disarns the pctential lib'e:'terian
of his greatest weapon, mcral rectitude based on reason.

Llbertarian-objectivists rnust know-or be remirded--thaL historically the failure
of laissez-faire capitaliun hae steruiled not from the fact that its Eucce$6 was not
objective\y dencnot:.ab1e (as r:ost surely it nas during the 19th ceniury) but rathe:'
from a nassive default on the part of libertarian-capitalist pheiosophy frcrr its ciuiy
to coherently oppose the blatani frauds perpetraieC by the advocates of i:he rrgistics,
the altnrists, and the coilectlve-statists. To argue that there are no absolute pre-
mises fron y;hich onete self-idcniity lcllons is to throw the freedon:-seeking i-ndividual
to tire wolves of altruist-collectivisn and nllrstigisno Amorality irplies antivalue,
and antivaLue to an epistenologica.l entity sueh as nan constitu'i;es insanity'

In the realn of practice this neans that a rational and rnoral rndividual cennot
choose to run a.,ray from exisling viorld conditiona. There is no physical e$cape ehort
of space colonization, v;hich is not availabls at present. If an indivictual chooses to
cor-pleteJy disoun political a.ction as has Iiarry !rov,.r-ie or to postpone political action
as has.A;rn Rand, I can onlv question his sanity in the Light of exisi;ing conditions.
Preaent trends show dra:naticaliy that the fo:'ces J-eading to collectivist totaljtarian-
isn are mounting. iiistorical$ xo are living freedonts last chance--and it looks as
if tbis is freedont s last ga$po
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It is in the raticnal self-interest of any individual who asserts the abso-
lute right to live his or her orqn life to cooperate in building a world-wide movernentt
basod on free assoeiation, against altmisn, collectivismt and nysticisu" Thris requires
an investnent of time and energr. It is possible not onfv to turn tne tide but to re-
ver$e the historical flow to the favor of individual freedom" There is nuch to gain
and ultjmately Llttle to lose. The very knowledg: that one has done everything possi-
b1e to defend onc's right to llfe on every front and battlefield of reality rvould
suffiee to validate the ernotion of happinesso yliere this all that I achieved this would
be enough,

There are many leveIo of acij-vity which can contribute to effective opp,oslti.on to
enslavenent and asaist in the creabic,n of a new system. At the very leastr bhe efforb
invested j-n the political realn vrj-ll function as a rear-guard action to protect our
space operationot dirtside bases.


