
































Christianity, and in fact, most other forms of mysticism, gloss over in an ac* of
faith, the unabridgeable logical chasm which exists between collective responsibil-
ity and individual moral choice. Thus, what results in the actual functioning of
altruist-collectivist society in which the mystical argument from authority 1s transz
-lated into secular law and custom, is the enforced retension of full responsibility
by the individual with nearly total divestiture of individual authority. Essential-
ly, the altruist-collectivist system wants you to live and produce as long as it is
not for yourself.

Logically, altruism means that the individual is to live for all other persons but
himself. Under this system the concept of self-ownership, and thus property, cannot
exist, since the individual has no moral right to his or her own life - much les. 1
right to the products of that life.

In being required to live for others it logically follows from the doctrine of al-
truism that one does not relate to others on the basis of objective merit but on the
basis of need. Trading value for value which requires determining the objective
merit of the individual's product or service implies self-interest thus contradict-
ing the essential meaning of altruist doctrine. Need, rather than merit, becomes
the moral coin in the altruist system. An individual gains in moral stature to the
extent to which he or she is in need, but paradoxically, the individual who can and
does provide for himself or herself falls from grace.

Altruism in itself would appear to be a logically dimpotent and thus harmless douc-
trine - at least one which would not appeal to rational human beings and one wh _h
would affect only a small cult of masochists. One would expect this to be s0 in i
free society but this is not the case in present world society. There are well cver
a half billion Christians who adhere, if not explicitly at least implicitly, in
their unquestioning second-hand acceptance of self-denial and self sacrifice.

Altruism and collectivism in their various forms permeate every society on this
planet. Every individual is to some extent a victim of the injustice perpetrated
under this system. The birthright to Tive one's life free from coercion of billions
of individuals for thousands of years has been stolen by the witch doctors of mys t-
icism and the Attilas of State power. And yet, masses of individuals continue to
march obediently to the slaughter of their lives. The reason for this obedience and
docility lies in the enormous endoctrination process. Fram infancy the individual
is taught to accept the values of the group and to avoid independent thought. Al
mediums of cultural expression employ the royal plural "we" or the royal possessive
"our" as if everyone had an implied involvement and obligation in the affairs of the
"race", "society" and the "nation”. One rarely, if ever, hears “speak for yourself
- not for me" or "by what right do you speak for anyone else".

Thus, the individual learns to bear the burden of collective responsibility and
more often than not, collective responsibility is wielded to intervene coercively
in the 1ife of others. There is no moral barrier to initiating force as long as it
purports to be for someone else's good.

Most altruist-collectivists, however, do not confront their victims directly,
but increasingly resort to the agency of the State to enfringe on the rights of
others. They feel that a crime is somehow absolved if it is perpetrated collect-
ively through the will of the majority - through '"democratic procedure". Having
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relegated higher decisions to faith and being stung by the resulting failure at all
levels of their lives, and hounded by indefinable anxieties, the A-C personality
develops a herd mentality. Having little confidence 1in their own judgement, they
watch for new "trends", "styles", for what is "in". They 1listen cautiously to
"opinion formers" and avidly watch "trend setters" before acting.

On the interpersonal level, the A-C personality is manipulative and coercive. Re-
lationships tend to be based on implied and tacit obligations rather than explicit
understanding. Weakness, dependency and "need" are stressed rather than strength,
independence and productivity. Personal insecurities are covertly traded for veiled
desires to dominate. Security is gained by enslaving someone through collectivist
legal and social pressures, as well as by altruistic bonding and implied obligation
to children. The irrationalities of A-C family life form a microcosm of A-C society
and the coercive State. (See "Breaking Up the Altruist-Collectivist Family", QUEST,
April/May 1975).

Intimate relations between A-C personalities are not based on rational self-interest
or on free competition, rather they are attempts to ensnare and control another per-
son. This is reflected in the proscription of having sexual vrelations with other
partners. The essential psychological poverty of the A-C personality is reflected
in a general inability to maintain several simultaneously intense relationships.
This is not very feasible when one considers that intimate relationships between A-C
types arz essentially that existing between a beggar and a master. Beggars can
rarely afford to be choosy.

Altruism as an ethical premise is based on an anterior metaphysical premise that hu-
man nature is essentially evil. Remember that the "original sin" derives from hav-
ing tasted the fruit of knowledge. Essentially, in biblical terms, the greatest
evil consists of gaining knowledge to take command over one's own lTife for one's own
purposes. For only God (and his priests) can know what true purpose one's life is
to serve. Thus, the essential evil in Christianity is the human desire to know.
This is not surprising in the light of altruist doctrine.

Christianity openly demands the replacement of reason with faith. By definition,
faith means belief in the unproven or undemonstrable. Psychologically, and of
course intellectually, this reduces the individual's ability to claim authority over
his own life or his desire to be responsible for his actions. Thus reason based on
logic is reduced to a narrow "common sense" for less important matters;whereas,value
choices of the highest order are left to blind faith. As contradictions resulting
from the loss of integrity in values mount to overwhelming proportions in the 1life
of the individual, the tendency is to further evade rational conceptual thought and
to resort to faith.

Christian altruism breeds a way of 1ife based on weakness, despair and violence. It
is a tragic view of Tife which produces its own self-fulfilling tragedies. On the e-
motional level it fosters a tendency to blame others for one's own incapacities.
"After all", goes the implied rationalization, "I wouldn't be the kind of person I
am if my needs had been met". Thus, under the altruist ethic an individual is pre-
disposed from childhood to shift responsibility to others. But paradoxically, the
altruist code leads one to claim increasing authority over the lives of others, es-
pecially over others who are productive. Claims are advanced to an ever-widening
ring of implied obligations to which other individuals are implicitly bound under

10



the altruist ethic, not only by individuals, but by large groups. The tendency is
to make ever-expanding claims over the lives of other individuals.

The psychological tendency produced by altruism to depend on others for one's self-
esteem, to make false and unbased claims on others for one's own failings has signi-
ficant ramifications in the way in which individuals operate together in groups.
The altruistic personality which will be referred to here as "altruoform" (molded in
altruism) is strongly inclined to function under the collective cover of a group.
Aside from the fact that enormous pressures are generated in the structure of A-C
society compelling the individual to seek self-validation, physical support and pro-
tection and expression in a collective context; the ultimate force perpetuating this
system is generated within the psyche of masses of individual altruoforms.

The altruoform, unable to formulate a consistent set of wvalues is ultimately unable
to make consistent decisions especially on important questions of morality. This is
relegated to convenient centers of authority which are beyond his developed level of
comprehension. The altruoform lives with a sense of furtive guilt and & sense of
unfulfillment marked by an anxious restlessness. The altruoform vaguely senses the
lack of an objectively knowable basis for his or her self-esteem, thus their lives
are marked by a desperate need to find external validation - to gain self-esteem in
the eyes of others. Obviously this leads to a false sense of self-esteem (which in
a healthy individual - can only come from the individual's own capacity to evaluate
him or herself consistent with reality) and more often the altruoforms find  them-
selves arbitrarily judged on the basis of unexplained or unexplainable premises, or
in fact on no premises at all. Thus, the altruoform drifts Ffurther away from an
internal ability to reason into what is perceived to be a world of unresolvable
personal abuse and violence. In most cases the altruoforms resign themselves to
'going along' with collective opinion.

However, in many instances, the altruoform personality resorts to violence - after
all there are no rules or at least no way of knowing - thus force rules. Might
makes right. Thus, the appearance of strength of one leader or of organized
masses assuages the personal insecurity and lack.of self-esteem which the altruoform
feels about his or her life. The altruoform comes to depend on groups for all mean-
ing in life. In point of fact, the altruoform is alienated from himself or herself-
from his or her own discarded or never developed faculties of rational judgement.

Thus, when one dissects the affiliations of an altruoform one finds dependencies on
numerous collective categories of sexual, racial, ethnic, political, geographical,
astrological, chronological, and morphological nature but no reference to an inte-
grated conception of self. Although a healthy individual might employ any or even
all of these as descriptors of secondary or tertiary consequence in communicating
his or her values to others; the primary core of his or her "self" would be present-
ed as a conscious, purposive and independent identity.

In the social sphere, the dependence on collective identity leads to terrible con-
sequences. This leads to a situation in which an increasing number of persons feel
that the world owes them a 1iving and are willing to coerce others into "sharing the
wealth". Historically and intellectually, Christian altruism has induced and com-
plemented the rise of collectivism and authoritarianism. Collectivism is the gener-
jc term for variant forms of totalitarian authoritarianism such as communism and na-
tional socialism. There is very little difference between these forms of collecti-
vism - they all sacrifice the right of the individual to some other entity such as
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Society, the State, or the Race. An individual's right to life and property is al-
ways secondary to a 'higher' good, however that may be conceived.

Thus "from each according to his ability, to each according to his needs" which em-
bodies the essential concept of the economic redistribution of value in communist
society, is nothing more than the application and enforcement of the Christian al-
truist ethic. Being morally bound to be your brother's keeper 1is 1in reality being
your brother's slave. Once one accepts the altruist ethic in principle, that one's
life is not one's own to live, then whatever liberty and happiness one enjoys is the
result of historical accident and not from the application of consistent principle.

In historical terms, the ideological progenitor of modern collectivism, Marxism,
came about as a reaction to the only rational system of political economy ever creat
-ed by mankind - capitalism. Essentially, free market capitalism never existed as a
pure system, but elements of economic rationality which vastly increased the stand-
ard of living in the world, were the result of the rise of philosophical reason
during the Renaissance. However, it was Christian altruism and the reaction of con-
servative intellectuals such as Hegel, Kant and Marx which aborted the rise of an
integrated moral philosophy based on individualism and reason. Christian altruism
provided the moral rottenness which permitted the acceptance of Marx's  perverted
thesis advocating the looting of individuals by class. Once the individual accepts,
even in principle, that he has no right to Tive his own life for his own sake, then
it is logically impossible to repudiate the idea that he should be 1iving his or her
life for "society". The past hundred years is mainly a historical magnification of
this fraud.

Thus, it is not surprising that many clergy are in open sympathy with the socialist
movement or at least its "ideals". The only real difference of opinion, centers on
whether one should sacrifice his 1ife for others because of God or the State. In
any case, all agree that selfishness is the vilest of evils.

Over the last century, a fusion of elements has taken place between Christian altru-
ism and various secular forms of collectivism. Whereas altruism more specifically
tends to promote deep afflictions in the intellectual and emotional areas of human
]ife; it is complemented by collectivism which translates altruist premises into
economics, law, politics and geopolitics.

Thus, the complex of altruist-collectivism in various forms dominates the world to-
day. No society or polity presently exists which 1is founded on the principles of
non-initiation of force and self ownership. There are countries such as Switzerland
which tend to recognize individual property rights on certain levels more than oth-
ers but all are based on coercion and involuntary servitude.

Among the most commonly practiced forms of involuntary servitude are: taxation,
military conscription, compulsory school attendance, and eminent domain. The basic
moral premise validating these acts of aggression committed against tens of millions
of individuals is altruism.

It is the tragically wrong idea that the individual has an implied obligation to
other individuals - an obligation that has not been accepted explicitly and voluntar
-ily - which is the main cause for war, poverty and injustice. It is only necessary
to look at the contemporary United States to demonstrate the relationship between
the institutions produced by altruist-collectivism and the troubles afflicting its
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citizens.

Involvement in the Vietnam war w1 pooed on tos frem Y ng in
the United States had a collective onligation t interyant th vFfairs of tha
indochinese people. Moreover, the war was carried out tnrough the use 01 massive
slave labor through military conscription and taxation. No government could carry
out this war of foreign involvement on a voluntary basis or nore rfundamentally witn-

out the deep-rooted and pervasive psychosis of altruism.

The threat of thermonuclear extermination is a direct product of the massive author-
ity granted to the State in the United States or as taken by force in the Soviet
Union and China. It is the moral validation of altruist-collectivism which provides
the false authority under which the bureaucratic Jleaders of these superstates ar-
rogate to themselves the right to gamble with the lives of billions of individuals.
More cogently, 1t is the passive acceptance of their authority te do so by their
subject populations which permits these "leaders" to proceed in such a self-assured
manner.

Environmental problems in all economies result from a failure to enforce individual
life and property rights and the institution of public ownership over large land ar-
eas and air and water bodies. It is taxation which has led to the overconstruction
of highways and the artificial subsidies for the automobile industry. In turn, emi-
nent domain, the right of the State to confiscate property in the name of the "pub-
1ic good", has facilitated the monstrous growth not only of highways but of  public
institutions of all kinds. This has led to deterioration of whole neighborhoods and
cities. The growth of public "property" has eroded the productive base of the econ-
omy thus aggravating poverty and inflation. Thousands of homes have been destroyed
by urban renewal and with it the local character of old settlements.

It is the lack of private ownership over rivers and lakes which has permitted the
dumping of raw sewage by public municipal governments. It is the leasing of public-
ly owned range lands and forest areas which has led to their deterioration by users
who have no vested interest in maintaining these resources.

The overbuilding of suburban areas directly results from the forced subsidization of
roads, artificial low interest rates enforced by government for new homes, subsidies
for municipal bonds, forced property taxes for the building of new schools, sewers,
and utilities and artificial zoning destroying the organic development of local
neighborhoods. Thus, the problem of "urban sprawl" results as in the case of other
major problems, from a bureaucrat's concept of what at one time was to have consti-
tuted the "public good" or "common good"

Economic poverty can only be resolved by increasing the efficiency and output of
production not by the altruistic redistribution of income and wealth. Collectivists
employ the altruist doctrine to scapegoat productive individuals while using the
political muscle of the poor to enrich themselves through graft and selling politi-
cal favors. Poverty is directly attributable to the parasitism of collectivist
bureaucrats who squander enormous sums of unearned loot to increase their own pres-
tige.

Unlike "capitalist" entrepreneurs, bureaucrats are under no prassure t9 oroduce 3

profit by competitively satisfying the real demand for aood  anl services.  Buredu-
crats create artificial "needs" for "social services" t, wanipulating the amotians
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of the gullible and the frustrated all under the false cover provided by the altru-
ist ethic.

Ironically, it is the poor who have the most to gain by ridding themselves of altru-
ist-collectivism who permit themselves to be manipulated by political power brokers
and interest group jugglers. The poor who are often unskilled and less educated are
hurt by minimum wage and Tabor union protective legislation which have the net ef-
fect of forcing millions of workers out of the market as a result of the artificial
overpricing of labor. This has the triple effect of raising prices for goods and
services, reducing the number of jobs and creating an added rationale fbr more taxes
to aid the "disadvantaged".

Unemployment and endemic poverty, created and aggravated by government intervention
are used as pretexts for increasing the amount of economic redistribution  through
various welfare programs. This reduces the amount of capital for investment and re-
duces the incentive for increased worker productivity as '"seniority" and tenure in-
creasingly replace the standard of competitive merit. Under this system more per-
sons are being supported by fewer workers who have less incentive to produce. Fewer
and poorer goods and services are produced at higher prices, thus aggravating the
cycle of poverty.

The effect of the altruist ethic on crime and police protection has been devastating.
The desire to protect the individual from himself and the authoritarian attempt to
regulate the personal morals of individuals 1is the direct outcome of altruism and
collectivism.

By attempting to punish victimless crimes, such as narcotics, prostitution, gambling
and homosexuality, the law has had the effect of creating highly lucrative black
market monopolies run by ruthless organized criminal elements thereby providing them
with the capability and incentive to corrupt police officers through graft. Thus,
the police who are constantly distracted from their Tlegitimate function of protect-
ing citizens from violence, find themselves increasingly compelled to enfringe on
the civil liberties of the weak, the poor and the "socially (read collectively) un-
acceptable”. The arbitrariness of the law promotes arbitrary enforcement which pro-
tects those with political clout and corrupts the integrity of police forces.

Criminal activity is aggravated by the imprisonment of thousands of individuals in a
vain altruistically motivated effort to protect them from themselves. This has cre-
ated the opposite of the intended effect by dooming large numbers of individuals
with the stigma of criminal records, thus increasing their tendency to resort to vi-
olent crime as a livelyhood.

Thus, the unwitting victims of the altruist system include not only the millions of
taxpayer slaves, the army conscripts, the millions compelled into welfare by waste
of capital and labor union monopolies but the tens of thousands falsely convicted
for "victimizing" themselves. They are all victims of the A-C system!

Te be continued (n a future £ssue.
Richard $lomon
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REVIEWS

REACHING UP

Perhaps the "reveew" seetcon vf d feutal devoted to puivate space cotont-
sation and Libentanian tdeals s not the propen place to white a neveew of
those {ndividuats T think ate worth my admiration and yours. But stnce

there (s an extra page and becawse 1 have a fim conviction that empty
space wiywhere £n the Undvense can be put o a use as great a4 the peason
{illing <t, 1 have deccded to devote this page to the gatlant endcviduats
whe have {mpressed my mind and have stubbornty decided to periodecalty en-
hanee my soul. Tf you ever have a chance to meet them 1 urge you Lo do s
And ¢f wou vafue honesty, knowledge and courage you wéll not regret tt

They are three. Each different and unique in themselves.  Each striving
for the same goal in different ways. Each is well-known for different
reasons. FEach has enemies. Fach has friends. Each has a blindingly

bright affection and desire for Liberty. A1l three are strong. A1l three
uncompromising.

Richard Slomon is 34 years old; a man who has seen the world through skep-
tical eyes and the world is now beginning to see him. If you are moral
and your reason for existing noble, he will support you with every bit of
strength he has and will back your cause with every extra dime and bit of
energy he can spare. Unnecessary human suffering compells him to bare his
teeth, pick up a pen and destroy the aggressor. A pen now, perhaps a gun
later when the time is right. Knowledge is his greatest asset; oppressors
his greatest enemy, and affection for life his most valued possession.

Richard Kenney's mind has fleetingly but permanently passed through the
pages of many volumes written by numerous brilliant individuals. If you
meet him you will find a warm, joyous, sensitive and discriminating man.
He is known by Libertarians as being honestly direct and ready, if asked,
to lead. For this reason many admire him and many loathe him.  He knows
who he is, what he wants and why. He can defend his convictions with a
competance and logic that commands respect even from those who have chosen
him for an enemy. His admiration and respect for those who have earned it
is unfaltering but I warn you, earning it is not easy but the rewards many
and great.

Barney Steel has a sense of life that awes and often shocks many Libertar-
fans. He portrays it so graphically in his art that you know him before
you have met him. He is not a man you can feel indifferently about. You
hate him or love him - there is no in-between. He is as blunt, honest and
strong as his art portrayed on the cover of this journal. There is no
room in his life for the weak or petty. His physical and mental strength
will gain him what he wants out of life; his seriousness, sensitivity and
desires will guide him. The english language does not give me the tools
to describe him further. You will know what I mean when you meet him.

T could write a book about each of these (ndividuals, but reviees axre not
books and individuals €ike these eannot be summarized with wonrds. [ can

only say that they have commanded my total nrespect and admiraticn - [ de

not glve that avay. Angela Basta
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ROLLERBALL - DIDN'T MAKE IT

[ saw a movie recently that left me at the end with the strange impression that I
had almost seen something worthwhile, like reading Anthem condensed in "Readers Di-
gest". The movie was "Rollerball" starring James Caan.

The action takes place in a future where nations have withered away and human socie-
ty is controlled by super-corporations called Food, Energy, Transportation, etc.
The society is managed for everyone's benefit, no poverty, no illness, luxury cen-
ters for all, The corporations control Tlarge cities that compete in the game of
Rollerball which serves as a vicarious outlet for violent emotions.

The game itself is a sort of super roller-derby with the addition of motorcycles and
spiked gauntlets. James Caan plays the character of Jonathan E, a ten year veteran
on the Houston team, the unquestioned all-time champion of the sport who is having
his best season heading for the world championship. He is rapidly becoming a world
hero, and there lies the rub. The game was intended by the corporate executives to
illustrate the futility of individual effort, as players tend to die off quickly in
the game. Teams go on but individuals fade out. Jonathan's lasting and growing
success is threatening that image. Jonathan is requested by the chief executive of
his corporation to resign and refuses. He is puzzled by the request and begins to
ask why. The trail leads past dead ends to the central coordinating computer in
Geneva which is insane. Jonathan returns to the game (which he 1oves? determined to
do what he wants to. He has begun to glimpse the concept of freedom. "Man had to
choose between comfort and freedom", he says "He chose comfort". The executives de-
cide that Jonathan must go, but in this age of peace there are no hatchet men. They
decide to relax the already loose rules of the game in an attempt to get the game to
ki1l him. As game succeeds game the carnage increases until the championship game
with New York arrives. No penalties, no time 1imit, no substitutions, the game con-
tinues until everyone on one team has been eliminated.

The violence follows a by now predictable course with the crowd yelling and cheering
in a frenzy. Suddenly across the arena a deep silence falls as only Jonathan is
left for Houston against a motorcycle and a skater for New York. The plan has back-
fired, for there is no team now, only Jonathan, an ipdividual. The silence persists
as the adversaries fight it out, as Jonathan kills one opponent on the rail in front
of the executive box and as he is about to kill the other. Instead, he spares the
man, takes the ball and slowly skates to the goal past the bodies and burning cycles
to place the winning score. He continues to skate around the arena, an individual
triumphant, the crowd almost reverently begins to chant Jon-a-than, Jon-a-than, the
executives push out of the arena in defeat, unable to deal with the determined man.
Finis.

Sounds good, right? Only it wasn't quite. The skeleton was fine, but in fleshing
it out the director emphasized irrelevancies and left important matters hanging to
an extraordinarily distracting degree. There was the inordinate attention paid to
photography at the expense of the plot that has become a virtual hallmark of modern
cinema. Everything was understated to a fault. No plot line was explicitly finish-
ed off. Mysterious inferences were drawn out and then dropped. In short Rollerball
was a fine story that could have made a great movie with decent direction. Instead
of leaving with the sense of affirmation that I seek in the movies, I Teft shak'ingI
my head and mumbling, "If they had only..." — =

Maurice Willey
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LETTERS

TONI(E) REPLIES

Dear Richard:

I was very glad that both you and Angela could attend the delegate's meeting in
Portland and I must admit that I enjoyed your company very much. However, I'm goi.ng
to take advantage of Angela's offer to reply to your published report of the meeting
by stating that I think your report was somewhat carelessly written and the views
ascribed to me often erroneous.

First, if you had read the literature I handed you, you would have learned my name
is spelled TONIE, not Toni.

Second, I resent your implication that my attitude is "politics now, thought later."
Speaking before the second national LP convention in 1973, I said, "Unless a ques-
tioning objective attitude toward party ideology can be developed by each Libertar-
ian, the LP will become just another power seeking political organization, more in-
terested in collecting members, funds and influence than in leading the way to 2
free society...A party composed of members who value party growth above intellectual

honesty would not be worth anyone's time or money". In my announcement of candidacv
for LP Vice Presidential nomination, | state that my chief reason for agreeing fo =
nominated is to offer a base of support to those delegates who fear (as I do) « jrue

-ing tendency toward political pragmatism within the party.

n other words, Richard, I'm not, as you suggest, a pragmatic politician seekin
votes. In fact, I don't consider myself a politician at all, since I'm not interest
-ed in governing or solving problems for other groups ur persons--functions excecte:
of politicians in other parties. I'm interested instead, in the communication of
libertarian ideas--not necessarily mine or yours--to the public. [  consider the
political arena to be an excellent medium for this sort of communication. The ques
tion of what "to do, or not do and why" which you say the party must indicate, is
exactly what [ think must be avoided by the party, but not by individual candidates.
I think of the party as a vehicle for bringing solutions before the public.  The a-
doption of usable ideas must be by individuals, in accordance with each persons a-
bility to discern their practicality in his own situation.

['m afraid that I fail to see the meaning in your statement, "I assert the future is
not unpredictable in general terms..." To predict means to foretell. Your state-
ment assumes that (1) it is possible to calculate all the possible alternatives to
all the possible causal happenings of the future and estimate their effect on each
other or (2) that you have some means of controlling all causes and therefore a
means of guaging all effects. Since I doubt that you have a means of controlling
the future, I assume you mean to generalize about what you "believe” will be the fu-
ture and predict what will happen "if" the future comes to pass according to your
"belief". This type of conjecture is not prediction; it is better described as pro-
phecy. Ludwig von Mises hit the nail on the head when he titled his great work on
economics, "Human Action". Human action is unpredictable--in spite of Skinnerian
research. The best any honest politician can do is to advocate the actions he be-
lieves will solve the major problems of his society--the rest s up to individuals,
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and therefore unpredictable.

When it comes to advocacy of what actions are '"good", I am certainly not one to
"eyade" as you suggest. In fact, I differ from many other libertarians in insisting
that the LP should defend its espousal of personal liberty and laissez-faire capital
-ism on moral grounds whenever it can do so. In my view, it is not enough to say,
"Everyone has a right to live his life in any manner he chooses,...etc.", and that
“No one has a right to initiate force...etc." A worthy political Tleader must be
able to defend these positions morally or some Skinnerian socialist will tell you
that it isn't really good for people to be free and that they don't really know what
they want or what is good for them.

[ think most persons will agree with Libertarian principles in the abstract. It is
when they are applied to concrete situations that, as you point out, we run into
trouble. So 1 agree that the LP ought to issue position papers offering concrete
solutions. Candidates ought to be ready with answers which suggest various solu-
tions. But, because I don't believe that human action js predictable, and because I
have great respect for human ingenuity, I don't think the LP should advocate any
party answers. 1 think the individuals who make up this country will find their own
answers, given the opportunity for doing so. My main interest in politics is to en-
courage individuals to renounce the coercion and pressures of government and the pre
sent culture in order to find their own answers. In order for them to do this,
they must understand why freedom is necessary and desirable and why it is not in
their interests to expect or accept the unearned. The LP is a vehicle to help them
do this.

As for my stand on abortion, I have a "coherent" theory regarding it which I will be
glad to discuss in depth anytime you care to invite me as a speaker at one of your
meetings. Or, you can buy my book when it comes out, which deals with all the major
issues to a variable degree.

Best regards

Trei Az hase

Tonie Nathan
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Denmark: this country 1is an example of the modern social-democratic welfare state
if ever. The average Dane is robbed of 50 to 69% of his or her salary to finance
the 550,000 bureaucrats. The number of workers in Danish manufacturing number only
415,000! Predictably, inflation is 19% annually and unemployment 10.3%. A movement
against these conditions has been led by Mogens Glistrup, a millionaire lawyer who
organized the Progress Party. The PP gained the support of one-sixth of the three
million votes cast and captured 28 of the Folketing's 179 seats to become the second
Jargest faction in the Danish legislature.

Election trends in Denmark from September 1971 to January of this year show the ap-
pearance of an anti-tax party in Denmark with definite staying power. The Progress
Party registered 485,289 votes in December 1973 and 414,219 in January 1975 captur-
ing 28 and 24 seats respectively in the Folketing. Significantly, for this welfare
state scandinavian nation, the four parties of the left plummeted from nearly half
the vote in 1971 to bad lows in 1973 and have only succeeded to regaining to 41.2%
of the vote in 1975. The left coalition led by the Social Democratic Party, requir-
ed the support of the Radical Party (?) to install the present SD government  of
Anker Jgrgensen. The table below shows the position of Glistrup's Progress Party in
relation to the two other major parties in Denmark. It should be mentioned that
there are eleven parties in Denmark competing for somewhat over three million votes.
This accentuates further the dramatic and rapid rise of the organized anti-tax sen-
timent in Denmark.

Denmark's Three Major Parties

Party Jan. 1975 Dec. 1973 Sept. 1971

Social Democratic 913,155 783,145 | ,074,777
53 46 70

Liberal 711,298 374,283 450,904*
42 22 30

Progress 414,219 qanLPge 00 T eskamass ¥
24 28

*In 1971 the second largest party was the Conservative Party. The third largest was
the Liberal Party with the Radical Party following closely behind.
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AUGUST 2 MEETING

The meeting was especially interesting since it featured guest speakers from  the
east coast. Martin Buchanan, a graduate of MIT and a math student at George Washing
~ton University gave a lively talk on promising elements on the future of space. We
were all impressed by his energy and flair as well as his grasp of the multitude of
subjects involved. Dan Karlan, a biochemist and also a graduate of MIT was on hand.
Unfortunately, the discussion which followed my paper did not permit questions on
his views on 1ife extension. Bill Kilner gave a long and thorough critique of  the
"Space Manufacturing Facilities" seminar held at Princeton in May of this year. Mr.
Kilner was highly critical of many if not most of the proceedings. (Mr. Kilner may
present)further elaboration on the proceedings of the conference at the  September

meeting).

My paper "Space Colonization and the Specter of the Total State" drew some interest-
ing responses from Morris Willey and Michael Dunn. The thrust of Mr. Dunn's  ques-
tions was whether the discipline required in a libertarian revolutionary military
force would alienate anarchists.

Almost everyone present at the meeting went to Skipper's Galley, the best restaurant
in Seattle, for a late dinner. A Tively time was had by all. Afterwards everyone
went to Slomon/Basta's apartment. The discussion which ranged from ahllucinogens
and the works of Carlos Casteneda's books to military strategy and libertarian eti-
quette roared-on until 4:30 AM.
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