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Radical libertarianism has existed in North America for over three centuries.
Rhode Island, oF "Rogue's Land" as it was called by the theocratically conrnunist Puritan
tyrants of the Massachusetts Bay_Co1ony, was the sjte of the first historica]1y re-
corded quasi-anarch'ist movenent. I The orig'ina1 settlement of Rhode Island, pioneered
by the scrupulously libertarian Roger l.lilliams, was largely populated by refugees
escaping the proto-0ruellian madness of the mainland. In time, however, the freedom-
loving settlers faced a local theocratic tyrant -- a wealthy nerchant named l,'lilliam
Codd'ington who issued decrees and rulings as based on the "word of God". He had
determined opposition in the person of Anne Hutchinson, who, although not an anarchist
at first, ultjmately conc'luded that government was immoral and unlawful. Thus, it is
instructjve to recall that a moverrrcnt of "Baptist anarchists" was flourishing on the
continent'in the .l640's.

The basic conclusjon of anarcho-capitalism,i.e.,the idea that the individual
has an absolute right to h'is own l'ife and just'ifiably acquired property'is a rad'ical
'idea to be sure but'it is one whjch grows like a persistent weed'in any warm climate
of freedom. We can be sure that anarchist scholars will d'iscover "anarchoid" person-
alitjes and groups going back to the dawn of recorded history. Those tendencies are
d'ifficult to mask, even by the distorted and bureaucratic scholarship of state lackey
historians. In Chjna, for instance, there is the Taoist movement going back at least
five centuries before Christ and'in India there is the Chakravarti philosoph'ica1 school
which has been studiously avo'ided by modern collective-statjst historians. Not sur-
prisingly, academjc scholarship fostered by altruist-collectjvism and operated by
government educational bureaucrac'ies has concealed, misrepresented, and often unwittingly
misinterpreted events and 'ideas. Our history, the history of our philosophical
predecessors is not generally ava'ilable to us.

The first argument always employe.d against anarcho-cap'italisrn is that it has never
succeeded and, thus, never will. At one time, most respectable white folk in this
country real'ly believed that blacks were subhuman and, thus, destined by fate to be

slaves. Anarchists are burdened with an even greater conceptual task than black slaves
in proving theirideals in the real world. For blacks, jt was a matter of slaves
escaping and succeeding in places where traditional slavery did not exist. The anarcho-
capitalist is asked to-prove the truth and workabiljty of his jdeals in a world which
is totally rigged aga'inst him. Be'ing asked to demonstrate' even on a scholarly level ,

the efficacy of anaicho-cap'italist premises in a statist context js much like being
asked Uy a tn'ieving murderbr who ha! just plundered your stock, raped your wife and
butcherLd your ch'iidren to prove to him,and his gang of psychot'ic lackeys, and to all
of your cowering and collaborating neighbors,that l'iving in peace and freedom is
entirely feasible and des'irable.

This k'ind of sjtuation has resulted in the politjcally impotent, philosoph'ica11y
arcane, and 'ideol og'icai 1y i rrelevant I i bertari an movement wh j ch we see momentarily
floupishing l'ike so many fragile wildflowers along the muddy-bloody.palh of collective-
statism. Most so-callei ljbertarians are nothing more than liberalized conservatjves.
By this it is meant, they barely understand the radical propositions that they mouth

with such e'loquent earnestness. They are a class of people who exist almost naked, and

totally unarmed. Libertarjans, even most radjcal libertarians, i.e.,those who are

"philoioph'ica1 anarchists" (a term undoubtedly concocted by sore slav'ish bureaucrat
tb denote the meek little housenigger who confines his anti-statist activitjes to
pi.io.io"* b.uiory and undergrouid 5ournals of a purely_"educational" character) are
intellectually disirmed by th6 lack of serious historical investigation e'laborating
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our theory of history. More than this, the only historjcal exemplars of phys'ical
iou.ug. a"nd martjal ichievement against existing orders,.are those of the pseudo
;inuiinists", such as anarcho-commun'ists in tsarist Russia and the anarcho-synda-
calists.in Catalonia during the Span'ish Civil I,Jar. Whenever a l'ibertarian speaks of
revolution w'ith pride, it'i about' the American Revolution of two centuries ago.

Very few libertarians, perhaps only a handful, actually th'ink it.is possible to
transform the U.S.of A. into a successf-ul anarcho-capital'ist society in this generat'ion.
Most L.ibertarians are thoroughly permeated by the att'itudes of their bureaucratic
masters. This is reflected in inb literaturL which utters not a word about organ'iz'ing
a revolutionary movement. In letters and artjcles written 'in libertarian journals'
revolution is univerluiiv decried as unquestionably evil. The statements are always

casual mentions with no irore argument than the assert'ion that revolut'ion would neces-

s.itate the viotaiion of the rigits of innocent people. These so-ca'lled libertarians
are l'ike pathetic bleat'ing sheep being led to slaughter'

Anarcho-cap.italism whjch of its own 1og'ica1 consjstency will becone THE doctrine
of the ljbertarian movement and the capjtalist world, is by necess'ity a revolutionary
io.oiogv. One.innoi serjously proposb that the state which exists through massive

.coercjSn ano tiuu."v and wfricn" pLrpbtuates extensi ve vested interests wi1'l quietly
fold jts tent and llave the fieiO bt battle as a result of]ogical suassion. And yet,
one prominent anarchist who has b..n'imprisoned for his tax resistance believes that'
He tii.inks that a libertarian renaissance and lots of love will somehow melt the
stat.ist meanies and their hordes of const'ituents'into sweet reasonableness. He rep-
resents, one is afraid to say, a k'ind of pollyanna madness wh'ich at tirnes afflicts
politicil visionipies. It's itin to a kind of spiritua'l fajth-heaf in9. 0nce the

truth be known, lf,.n, the world will bask in new'found en'lightenment and reflect
kindness, or so a;;;'the teeling of, and I quote, an "emotional I'ibertarian" as th'is

anarchjst descrjbes hjmself and-those he sees manning the Libber's Renaissance' Yes,

ind Fourrier clui*a tfrai Soc'ial'ism would turn the seas into lemonade!

The only act.ive opposition to the ggye1n.Tent advocated by radical ljbertarians
has been tax rebellion. Undoubtedfy wi[f'rf,otding paynent-of taxes to the go-vernnent is
noiulrv iritifjed and can be, within the proper-pbtitical.context' a powerful weapon

to bring down the state. l,lhat traditional libertarian thinkers have ignored, however,

is that tax revoit-bt itsetf acni.u.i no significant poli!i.*l victgryr Assuming that
a widespread tai reui:ilion coula u. organiz6d, which in 'itself is highly do-ubtful ' it
would still leave the basjc assumptioni of government and the legitimacy of coercive

institutions intact. Rebeltion-ii not ".uoiution. 
It does not lead to a fundamental

change jn the mentaljty of the ini.riigents'ia and the masses. Tax rebellion is more

1ike1y to lead to temporu"y.on..ssipni by the government followed later by harsh

penalties against the leaders.

Thus far, I have talked only about anarchists and libertarians. The anti-statist
movenent, however, is much large"r.--ii includes diverse elements such as the classical
l'iberal conservatjVes, the John Birchers, the Posse Commjtatus, elenents of the New

Left, the Reagan'ites, Hallace-ites, Bukley-ites and many others' All of these 9r0ups'
except perhaps for the Posse, *h'icf' appears to be a form of grass-roots anarchism'

suffers from contradictory prem'ises. They are prone to support government intervention

for various reasons. All of this is well-known,but- they share with us a growing

sense of alu*'ina-opposition agiinit ir'. growtir of staie power. unfortunately, in

its present rrainini!h-.onoiiioi-il'i anti-itatist movement stands very little chance

of substantialiV *oaifyjng government or of stemmjng its growth'

Libertarians have trad'itionally been opposed to radical mass po'liticl for fear of

creating someg,jng"*oit..2- ih;; in"rrib'ition has stultified the ent'ire anti-statist
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movement. Instead of providing intellectual and ideolog'ica1 leadersh'ip to a coherent
anti-statist movement, radical libertarians have reduced their impact to the point of
inv'isibility. As a result, the anti-statist movenBnt, if one can call it a movernent'
has no ideology and no plan of action. Thus, the first task for radical anarcho-
capitalists is to establjsh a coherent program within existing condjtions which can

bring about radical political change in this country. Its obiective must be the
abolition of the State. This objeitive can and must be ach'ieved in our generat'ion.

Th'is program for the abolition of the State rests on the fo1'low'ing bas'ic.assump-
tions. The first being that it is morally right forindiv'iduals to organ'izq in groups
to physjcally fight ba-k against the State and to employ every means including the
power of the State against the State. This is the doctrine of retaliatory recapture.
ntthough jt is true that nearly all of the material means of state_power have been

stolen from individuals (many of whom support government voluntarily out of a sense of
duty, patliotism and even frbm a misguided sense of self-interest); those.who choose

to iitively defend themselves againsi statist coercion have the ethical rigft to employ

any physicil means controlled by the State to contravene its power. Most libertarians
ar! ilnier the misconception that any use of stolen property automatically renders one

an accomplice to theft. It does not. There is no rational obligation to the,
opiginal owner on the part of a v'ictim who is suffering the consequences of.the stolen
goois in the hands of government offjcials. Anyone who permits the use of his or her

iroperty by a thief or-anyone else for that matter, in the abuse of others has no

etfricat-ciiim against them if these vjctjms wrest control over that property to termin-
ate the continuing threat of abuse or in restitution for damages already caus.ed. The

original owner maJ, of course, 1ay claim to his stolen property but he must djrect
h.imself to the tfrief proper for rLstoration or restjtution. One may not demand-others
to sacrifice thejr o*h defense in deference to one's stolen property -- espec'ial]y
when one is making no effort to retrjeve that property.

In practi cal terms, this means that an anarcho-cap'ita'l'ist po'liti cal movement should
seek to gain control over every nrcans of state power. The State is a function'ing
machine l- every element of which contributes tb its maintenance of Poli,er and coercion --
one cannot artjficjally divide (as many ljbertarians are prone to do) between the
obvjously coerc.iu. pa.is such as the Iits and the "relatively legitimate'aspects such

as the courts unO-*ijitu.y. We must be willing and able to take control of any and

a'11 parts of the functioning apparatus of the State for our own long-term use. .The
defeat of statism is a iong prb'cess. t.Je cannot hope to w'in unless we can divert money'

;ppiiei and potition from-the State. hle must stop being productive slaves and

become constantly transformat'ive of state power, in part, by siphoning governllEnt re-
sources 'into anti -government act'iv'ities.

The second bas.ic assumption js that we must have a radical ideology wh'ich trans-
lates basjc austrait-p[ifoibph'ical prem'ises into concrete po'l.itical doctrine. Anarcho-

.ipituiist iaeoiogy-*lit rp.'.ificaliy_addres: eyery oppressed, group which js jn some

*uv ,Jttering iti'"own-pirticular problem wjth the State. Although_the entire format

oiou," philoiophy shouid always serve as background for our spec'ial interest group

approu.h, we musi concentrate on the gut.issu6s. Every actual and pote-ntia1 conflict
Uy'various jnterests must be exp'loited with spec'ific interpretat'ions of the problem

piu.ing it wjthin the context oi an overall airalys'is of the world situation. The

inaj or iomponen ts of our i deo'logi ca1 format shoul d be:

l. The anarcho-capitaljst interpretation_of.history with a- particular emphasis on

events since Rena'issance times ana-ilr. colonization of the New World. The scholar-
sh.ip of such revisjonist historians such as James Mart'in and Murray Rothbard must be

reduced.into a concise and'integrated historical world view which relates the events

bi-n*.iiciii part w.ith present ionaiiiont. Our history must be readily understand-
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able to the masses and appealing to the young.

Z. It should provide an'integrated strategic and tact'ical intellectual format for
world revolutibn and for overioming a1l major problems in readily appreciable terms.
We must expla'in in detail how we intend to resolve unemploynre!!, inflation, crime in
the streets, education, area defense, world peace, health prob'lems, managenent of
env'ironment-ecology. Anarcho-capitalist'ideology must provide the basis for specific
platforms for national revolut'ionary parties.

3. The third major ideological component must be a link between science and polit'ics.
We must demonstrite the scient'ific coherence of our human'istic statements with the
basic principles of science. This ljnk must be read'i1y_ understandable to the masses.

Ou. prbpaganda must build confidence in the capac'ity of a revolut'ionary anarcho-
capilalis[ leadership to bring about a better and more secure future.

4, Radical anarcho-capitalist jdeology must provide a basis for deal'ing w"ith emotional
i.o ptv.yroovnu*ic probiems so prevalenl in authoritarian societies. Not on'ly must we

deal with thjs tfrebretjcally and therapeutically as is being done by Nathaniel_Branden
now, but we must employ *asi culture mbdia to therapize on the most primitive levels.
We ihould be provid\nS"role-models and advjce to the lovelorn. Sex, romance, and

fam'i1y -- these are what count to most people.

Having outlined the major components of an anarcho-capitalist ideology we can

p.o...J to"t6e last major aisumption necessary for the abolit'ion of the State: the
development of a profeisiona'l revolutionary cldre. There is no substitute for total
;;;i;;;j;nit a.oitation. Undoubtedly, we_must have the actjve support of.'large num-

6.ir-oi part-timers and the passive I'moral" support of the masses, but without a

rnjlitant'uanguurd we cannot confront and defeat'our enemies. Until we are ready to do

so, we will iack credjbility, we will as a movement lack the hard nucleus around which

to organize, ana oui-propug"uiion will remain weak, diffuse and ult'imately'ineffective.
It is-instructive to hotb inat has happened in country after-coynlry which-has lost
to the collective-stat'ists. In Cambodia for example, several million people may have

been slaughtered, 'in the Soviet Union between fifty and a hundred million have been

sent to slave tauor.irpt,-'in-China forty m'illion were purged'in the first decade and

the list goes on and on. This madness con'es of a natural progression of collect'ive-
statjsm -- it happened in Germany, and in the U.S.of A. our government interned the

Japanese. I'le must begin organiz'ing a pof iti cal army'

The last major assumpt'ion necessary to accomplishing the abolition of the State

is the organizin6-of puiuit.t institutibns which not only permit us to handle the
p.oui.ri 6i unaeigroufid orgunizalion but which wi'11 provioe.the transitional mechan-

isms to form.ing ui inarcnolcap'italist society. l,le must beg'in building anarchy now by

developing und|rground courts, police and mi ljtary systems. !-'ibertarians, and all
anti-stat.ists must understand tirat there is no efteclive way to ach'ieve liberty in a

real sense that does not'involve-br.iting the law. I.e. if ygu want to be a real
anircrro-cap.ita1 .ist and not mereiy an "philosophi ca1 anarch'ist" token stati st house-

;igga;; yol huu. to be a lawbrea"ker. The statist law is constructed in such as manner

as-[o mai<e lawtut institutional change impossible in any practicable sense'

tJjth these points in mind we can broach the subject of formulating the present

tasks for the ant'i-statist movenent' First of all' we must-realize that the only
true ant.i-stat.ist movement 'is Bidi cat Anarcho-capital i sm. An obiectl y.]v integrated'
reii wortd phiroiophv does not perryl! rere abstract pronouncements which are not

iinr.a to abti viiiEi" ult'imately' suffi cient to resol ve an ethi cal prob'lem.

This is the problem w.ith the U.s. Libertarian Party. Its.platform and.principles
sort of add up to'a minimal staie with strong hints that this is only transit'ional to
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a no-state condit'ion. The LP has no workable ideology, t"to program of transit'ional
mechanics, 'its leadership is composed of comfortably ensconced academics and liberal-
ized conservative business adm'in'istrators. The Party's rank and file are largely
made up of young m'iddle class careerist profess'ionals monentari'ly sowing their wild
political oats before settling down with a family and a status position in the Republ'ican
Party. The intellectual base of the LP is a failure because it has provided no
direction for these momentarjly liberal'ized conservatives. The Party has no strategy.
Its tactical repertoire'is a faint reflection of the major parties. Predictably,the
LP will fail in this country unless it is radicalized and discip'l'ined. Its crucial
fa'ilure at this tirne, however, is its lack of strong moral leadersh'ip and disciplined
tactical planning.

Having said thjs, it must be adm'itted that the LP is political'ly the only large-
scale organizat'ion with a quasi-anarcho-cap'itaf ist phil osophy. Even 'its weak example
has been suffic'ient to enthuse the format'ion of libertarian parties in Canadao Australia
and New Zealand. It must be understood, however, that if the example of the U.S.of A.
party holds true for all, that these parties will fail. And this should not disturb
us as these organ'izations represent a phase in the developrrent of the Radical Anarcho-
capital jst movement.

It is with'in this frane of considerations that the near-term tasks of the radical
ant'i-statist movement becomes apparent. The first task is the refjnenent and propa-
gation of our revolutionary viewpoint to other anti-statist elenents who could lean
our way. We must fleshout and extend our ranks. Thus, our most inrnediate task is the
construction and propagation of a new goal horizon for the anti-statist movement and
the simultaneous 'induction of the "charter" membership. Th'is is the reason, by the
way, for the Conference to get some geographical spread in preparatjon for an inter-
national organizati on.

The second task is the organization of a committed core group. Preferably th'is
group would be composed of full-time organizers residing in different states and
iapable of attracting nuclei of committed part-timers. The first obiective is to
establish a rudimentary econom'ic base for political act'ivities. Each core member

should have a highly sympathetic woman or man friend willing and able to contribute
economic support-indefln'ite1y. Core organizers should also seek to supplement their
income base with welfare, unemployment, food stamps, or an easy government bureau-
cratic or menial pos'it'ions. A government iob can be the source of almost endless
suppljes, needed material as well as 'important informatjon.

The third task is jnfiltrating "friendly" organizations and gaining influence.
This can enly be carried out under circumstances where the level of partic'ipation
required is minimal. Good opportunities exist in the Republican Party. Every effort
should be made to be selected as delegates to state and national convent'ions. All
polit'ica1 organ'izations have their diienchanted minorities and fringe elements... lrJjth
proper tactiis'it is easy to ampfify our position with this support through radical
btairfs. We can move large but tactlcally weak political_organi.zations.by forming a

well d'iscip'lined mjnority with'in each party. We must split and destabilize counter-
revolutionary conservative and reform'ist fbrces while continuousiy moving the "center-
moderate" poiition ever more closely to the radical posit'ion. We must speak contin-
uously on the floor of deliberative bodies, we must drown out our,opponents. Three or
four bf us can and must be of equal impact to a convention of hundreds.

The fourth task must involve a direct approach to youth and to underage minors.
The young form the numerica'liy greatest category of oppres:gd'!n the world and in
our Louniry. They suffer the'gieatest phys'i-a1- pa'in, humiliation,, degradation and

divestiturL of legal r'ights. Tfrey const'ilute the category with. the least invested
in the present syite*. We must study the problems of youth and we must develop our

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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OUR TASKS - Cont'inued from Page 27

capacities to work with them. Demograph'ically, politically and militarjly we stand
no chance of victory unless we can appea'l to youth. As part of th'is we must work to
bring about the abol'ition of public education. The PS system, not the postal service,
*rrl-n. our prime jnstitut'ionil point of attack. This is the'ir achilles heel and our
greatest opportunitY.

The last of the near-term tasks which should be accomp'lished with'in two years is
the convening of an internatjonal radical anti-statist conference to'beg'in organiz'ing
a world revoiutionary movenent. At this point we can begin the development of an

international court of iust'ice and an intelligence network.

FOOTNOTES
- Richard R. Slomon

l. Murray N. Rothbard, "Individual'ist Anarchism in the Un'ited States: The Origins",
Libertarian Anal.vs'is, Vo'1. 2, No. l, Winter .l970, p. 5.

2. James J. Mart'in, the libertarian revisionist historian warns of the risks of
"radical poiitical activity along the trad'itjonal lines of mass polit'ics" and offerslittle hope of reversing the statist tide in the ear'ly future. Janres J. Martjn in the
"Introduction" to Benjamin R. Tucker, State Socialilrn illci Anqrchis11 and Other EsSgJ!,
(Colorado Springs, Ralph Myles Publish
interview ("Introducing Revision"ism", January .l976, Vol. Z, trto. 9) p. 7T.interview ("Introducing Revision"ism", January 1976, Vol. 7, No. 9) p.21.

M E R I T i's thz Amenicon Watt

Movemen-t to End RacLaL Inju.ttice and Tqnannq - 8314 Muu4 Ave. N.fi/. - Sea.ttLe, U)A 98117
(2061 7 82-4651

Dzan FnLznd: Tho Lnju,sticz o( nacia.L d"i'sc,ninLna.tion i,t clwi.tz appanont to anq tl+inking
pQA on who beU,zvea that ind,Lvidua.Lt thou,t-d be judgzd and advance-d tltnough tlLaUL
yta,nticu.t-an abLU.tLu, attnibu.te.t, and mzntt. So-ea.LLzd "A(.[.isuna.tive Ac.tion pttogttawrt"
wezz .tezntLngl4l eonceivzd to pnevznt ,tacia.L inlulticz but in trun and tuh.ttatcz thzq do

exac,tLtl tl,Lo oppori.tz. "A66buna.tive Ac.tion" metteLq Lmytct,set the bundzn ctd ta"cia.L &A-
utimLnatiln upon a na!) grLlup od Lndividua.tt tta.tl'tzn tl+an a.ttempting to a,Llzviatz i.t
ent istzLtl .

un(ontuna,te,Lq tl+z advoea.te,s od th,U old bigotn4 wi-th a" nets tange.t dind thense-Lves
we,tL on-tnenche-d Ln govennme-nta.L and Lntt<.tutiona,L cinc.Le's. Tlnzq ea.{.L upon qou to
don-zgo advance,ment 7n qoun LndividuaL Iide wltlch qou have eannzd thnouglt qoun own

ingenu,<.tt1 and Lndu.ttnj to that Aome-onQ- Lz,sr c1u.a'L.r-.died, bq evenq obiec.tivz c.oLon-blind
u)-tenia, maq tatzz qoun ytLa.ce. I ( tlou 0pp06e denqing 0. pehAon a job, an advaneemenl,
on a yt!,a-ee in an oducatictna.L Lnttitu.tion 'simpL4 beeau,te od tl'te coLott o{ l'ti's tlzin; id
qou believe tha-t Lnd,Lvidua.tt ,shou.[-d be advaneed and judged bt1 tl'tuLn- mzn'i-t alone, then
we a,th- qou tct join w.i-tl't ua to malze oun voice.t hzand.

MERIT, a. non-pnodi,t, ytublic,sznvLee conpona.tion, ia dzve.Loping o,n zducol'Lona'L
campaLgn to mobi,[.ize pubLi.c oysLnion a.t to the dangen o( naeinL and ,sexw.L cluota't utd
pte(ene-ncar Lntpitted undzn the umbtte.(]-a" o.[ A((Lnnat't-ve Action.

Llndontuna.teLq tl,te- advocates od A{6,u,Lnafkve Ac-tion w.L(l, not go aWari wiihoui a

&rShf. 
-MERIT it pnepaned, with qoun I'tzLp, to Launch an aggnestive canpaLgn to mobihze

p*Uc ,sentiment agaLnst ,so-ea.LLed "A|diinaLLve AcLLon prLoglr.zltt", t0 idenlidU tl'te
|toli,tion o{ Leg.<,slatons ud eongneatmun on hzq ptLogftartus; anf to .engx'ge Ln l)-tiga.tion
whette neee-t,sant1 to heLp ytnomotz the ob jecLLva-L od tl'te ozgatvLzation.

Twentq- dive do.t-La,n's wi,LI- ytaq tlctutt ditttt qean' a due,s Ln MERIT , witl ents'tle qctu to
tteceive thL \nga-nLzation'n nzwlLztLen, and, mb,st o6 a'LLt to pnovLde Aome- od tl'te nece\AuLq

dinancin.(- tuppbnt don a nen bind od "a"(dima.tive- &c..tion".

VenU tnu,Lq qouhq- ----('"4-^/f? g4*-,'
Richa.nd R. SLomon, Exeu,.tive 0inzc,ton- don MERIT


