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PAC representatives have been responsible for a major victory
torrard the liberation of young persons. The Libertarian Party
has been guilty of a major erioi in not explicitly addressing
itself in its national platform to the terrible plight of
"minors." Having noted this glaring omission, Galen Tyler and
myself proceeded to organize "kidlib" forces on the floor of the
LP convention in San Francisco. It was nearly impossible to
introduce a new plank in the carefully, behind-the-scenes,
manipulated and stage-managed convention.

According to the rules of the convention, consideration of
anything other than the platform changes determined prior in
conmittee required suspension of the rules and a two-thirds vote.
After drafting a "Rights of Young Persons" plank at the lunch-
hour break on Saturday (July l6th), w€ tried unsuccessfully to
suspend the rules. Hundreds of copies of my first uncorrected
draft had already circulated throughout the convention, held in
the ballroom of the Sheraton Palace. l'{ost everyone knew what was
going down when L4-year-old Randy l,Iebster of Norman, Oklahoma,
moved for a suspension of the rules.

Up until that point, the convention had been monopolized by
the nost trivial and banal of considerations so much so that
more than half of the delegates were generai-ly bored and loiter-
ing in the Sheraton's capacious hallways or attending various
seminars. Here was a chance to consider and to speak to the
oppression of a category of persons which forms the statistical
majority of humankind! But the skulking bigotry of age-ism
squelched any suspension of the rules . To its credit, -.qoqt 9ftlie Washington State delegation solidly supported the "kidlib"
motion -7 all except the benighted chairperson Pat Attz.

I can still see the pained look of desperation and disillu-
sionment on the faces of the youngsters on the floor. "tr'Ihy won't
they consider our rights.... Isn't this the Libertarian Party?"
voited one l3-year-old from Nevada. I looked at Galen Tyler,
who shot back a knowing glance. We had been through this before.
We had suffered the vicious slanderous attacks and smokescreen
politics of the pseudo-Libertarians who control the Party. Pttit was hard, even for us, Lo tell these kids they \^/ere experi-
encing the betrayal of their cause.

In spite of our setback, w€ organized to move th? plank-when
the time bame for new business. Unfortunately, the time avail-
able would be scant and there rrere other pressing issues, such as
Dave Nolan's defense p1ank, rohich were sure to compete with our
"kidlib" plank. It w-as evidenL that the national party ,organLza-
tion had |lanned to constrain the introduction of new planks by
leaving virEually no time for such motions.
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To meet this problem we organized to have persons at every
speaker's stand, ready to give the floof to Randy.llebster at the
aipropriate moment. The moment came and passed; it was obvious
tb'ali that Chairman Ed Crane III was going to deny us the chance
to present our mocion. Finally our motion go! its- oppgrtunity
(so'we thought !) with the recognition of Naomi Gesliwind of
Pougfkeepsie, New York. However, Crane would not permit her to
reid the piank. Moments later, DaveNolan, founder of the LP,
read a suLstitute which gave all rights in the platform to
chj.ldren. I spoke againit the substitute as I thought ic was
not specific enough.- The rest is history; the substitute plank
passeh, but not without stiff opposition.

The text of my plank is presented below. It is a first-draft
effort and, in fact, it was typed and circulated witirout my

appro.r*r oT opporrunity for rLdraftlng. Still, I qm vg-rY -PT"o}+d
ii.Lt this rad'ital plani< perr-ritted the acceptance of a "kidlib"
p1-ank in the platform. tfre existence of such a qlank will
iacilitate th; future expansion and amendation of the- youth
Liberation section of tha LP platfornt. The youth rights plank as
circulated at the San Francisco LP Convention:

THE RTGHTS OF YOUI{G PERSO}{S (w)
young tn:nsrs , popularly classed as irrfants, children and adolescelts
.*r--::"ly ""fi"r " lou""oli their rights_ at-the hsnds of the State. The

p;;illistic tyraffry exercised ov6r the lives of yorng -persons mereiy
t.*.6" of *reir age not only deries the inalisrable individlal right
io life *a piop"#y to a vd-role category of beings,.gtt is the cause of
.-p*r.pfy of p"V"l-toiogical, social aild 

-eea-rcnric problans. Ngt only oo

;h;t"b"'d rninbrl suff6r ali of the predatory intervantions of the State,
bd d;y frequently suffer the loss of constrtutional and legal qT!:":_1*"
afforde-d the adult population. Yor:ng persons are vari.ously oppressed by

federal, state and mrnicipal 1anrs, all of rnirich deqgrd-on arbitrar,v ag:
limi-taticns *fri"ft generaliy fail to consider individual con-petence. 'fhe

iiUeratio.t of adulI racial- and sexl:al mi-norities ard adult rdclrpn frcrn
oUi*"w 1egal Ciscrimination and restriction nrust be extercied to the
g*W o*ri"fr &nstirutes the nxcst cruelly abused and largest single caLegory

of trunan slaves.

.411 persons have but one inalisrable-riglt;.that is the absolute right
to their *^ li.r"" and to their justly icquired possessions. The category

of persorr "#iy classed a" iifarts, childrsr- and adolesctrILs rlrst lrave

ttr,at riglrt resPected.

As al-l liberCies, ccnnrcnly classed as "rightsn' florp frcm the esssrti:.l
condition of self-ownership, yo!tr'rg persons ncrs classed as tn-rderaged

minors nust be legally protected frcm arbitlary coercir,'e interfererce
in such areas of lctivilry' (f) to slgage freely in eccnonic and

iinanciaf pursuits such b.s buying and ielling properry, ergaging in.
fegaf contracCs and gajrring ffpfoinre:t; . (2) to leave the stpervision
ant auttrority of p"rE tts a-ra grnraians vfiere no prior.corltractual appee-

rrr?(.rt exists; (3)- to choose their cr.n form of education, training or
G""it"-of 

'"uit-developnent; 
_ancl (4) to engage.al cqtseT sso:al

i"tr -ith others regardiess of age, sex or fanilial relatisrrship.

(Continued on Page 27)
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!ilRONG SIGNPOSTS (Continued from page 8)

The synthesis of this condition is to some extent mirrored in
Agursky's description of the authoritarian-s1ave mentality.
Tragically, it. becomes a description of himself : lle states,
"...many people living in totalitarian countries, having survived
terror and been brairusashed by propaganda, are not only genuinely
content with their position, but virtually consider themselves to
be the happiest people on earth. This, however, engenders an
inferiority connplex vis-a-vis the democracies, so that the inhabi-
tants of totalitarian countries often turn into implacable
enemies of freedom, ready and willing to destroy everything that
reminds them of the free will they have lc'st. This applies in
many respects to the intellectuals of these countries, who often
display a pathological fear of freedom. " This is exemplary of
the schizoid "liberalism" of the authoritarian personality. While
his left hand is strangling free expression and forcing us into
quaint little communes, the right hand is pointing a finger of
shame at trhe perverse benightedness of modern-day serfs.

So here we have it: an open admission of the murderous envy
of the altruist-collectivist mentality. And this should be no
surprise to those familiar with SolzheniLsyn's identification of
the qualicy of self-negating envy so prevalent in the Soviet
people. The purity of pathological expression in a totalitarian
society is perhaps still too subtle to be appreciated by the
relatively healthy occi-dental, much less a li-bertarian w-ho actr:ally
rejoices at the accomplishments of his fellows. But if illustra-
tion is any value, can you imagine the depth of despair, of self-
loathing, of bitter resentment expressed in the leeringly smug
satisfaction that Solzhenitsyn tells us occurs when the KGB leads
ahray a neighbor. Anyone who gains an advantage is hated and
viciously envied. Such is the result of the MACS syndrome: such
is the tragedy of the SovieE dissidents !

Richard R. Slomon

KfD LIB Contlnued frorn page 4)

Ttnrs, we urge the repeal of all larus which discriminate against yorng
Psrsons nor^r arbifrarily classed as r-rrderaged mlnors such as: (1) cor
pulsory edrrcaticrr and pr-nr-ishrtrrt for tn:anry; (2) juverile codes and
detenticrr systr'mc; (3) ballot restrictions based cn age; (4) cLrfew
l"arrrs and ordinanees; (5) statutoqf rape and incest lar^rs; (6) chifd
labor "p:rotectitrr" laws; (7) csrsorship of publications of srtertainnsrt
laos and ordin:rrces; (8) prohibiticn of alcoholic beverages and other
substances; and (9) forced wage and propercy transfer to parents srd
guardiae lar^rs.

I.Ie fi.rrher assert the right of parents to their cnaa lives arrd properEy
ard to tF€ rigilt to terminate their obligaticm w-ithin the sccpe of
rnhrrtary conkactr:al agrearerrts .

Rlchard R. Slomon


