
THE TEN POINTS

of the

Libertarjan Party Abol'itionist Caucus

(As proposed by members of the LP before a pubiic meetjng of the Steering
Conmjttee of the Amerjcan Abolitionist llovement held on April 27, l9B0 jn
Seattle, Washington and as amended by the Central Cot',mittee of the LPAC,
July, l9B0).

Introducti on

lJe of the Libertarian Party Aboljtjon'ist Caucus (LPAC) have assembled here
to present the executjve officers and membershjp of the Party the followjnq Ten
Points of emphasis. l,ie view these points as bejng of vital and immediate concern
to the creation of an ideologically consistent anti-statist program and an
pol it'ica11y effective party organ'ization. Our wi ll'ingness to organize within
the Party does not come of a desire to promote factionaljsm or sectarianjsm.
l,Je strong'ly advocate an efficacious unity of the movernent against state power.
The slogan of unity, however, must not become a convenient rat'ionale for evadin-o
discuss'ion of embarrassing errors and contradictions. Now, more than ever, the
ideological matur"ity of our movement and party requires a frank discussion of
these matters.

Formation of the LPAC comes from a growing concern wjth recent occurrences of'left and right opportunism and with bureaucratic authorjtarianism in the Party.

Foremost among the opportun'ism r,,rhjch we consider of extreme g;ravity has been
commjtted by the LP Radjcal Caucus 1ed by ex-SLS staffer Justin Rajmondo to
placate the minarchist-conservative elements in the Party. Ra'imondo's LPRC --
closely supported by its mentor, Dr. 14.ll. Rothbard, forsook princip1e to avoid
the enmity of rightist forces domjnent in the LP Nlational Convent'ion of September,
1979. ThEy rejected consjderation of a well developed abolitionist plank presented
by LP members of the Pol'itical Action Caucus.*

This forsaking of principle by Raimondo, Rothbard, Evers and company'is
indicat'ive of the malformed'ideologjca1 rnentality whjch presently holds sttay among

the self-proclajmed "radicals" of the Party. It is one rvhich erroneously demands

that the Party move fonvard electorally and vrin favor among the people while
maintaining a blatant contradiction of purpose. The result is a platform which
implies an-abolitjonist purpose while jnfering acceptance of a l'imited state.
How the people are to take seriously a party which simultaneously portrays all.
state power'as evjl but advocates a remnant state is beyond us. l'le have heard
no attbmpt to explain the matter from Rothbard and his "rad'icals" in spite of our
repeated requests for their posjtions.**

*ThePAC'sabolitionp1ankandreappendedtotheTen
Points. l,le invite all to read it and then consider hour the LPRC could declare
it "counter-revolutionary". (Turn to the rear of paoe three of the "Intro").
**Refer to R.R. Slomon's criticisms of Rothbard and the LPRC'in the December,1979
issue of the Versus State llewsletter -- criticisms, we must add, never answered
by the LPRC. -See;l-so: M.N. Rothbard's "ls Liberty Enough" lgglpn, Dec. 79 p.53;
R-.R. Slomon's letter in Frontlines, June 79, p. 7; his articte-TJ*Uerty l,lay l{ot
Be Enouoh" Versus State ilewsleTEer, January-February 

.l980, 
and his letter to

Rothbard of ffiesavailable).
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The importance of the abolition quest'ion, dismissed in so caval'ier a fashion
by the opportunist LPRC,'lies precisely in the rejection of the decided'ly
counter-revolutjonary idea of "minimal state". If we accept this vestige of middle
class gradualism, we must, by implication, accept the whole structure of ruling
class legality and national statehood. In realjty, the idea of a minimal state
requires-acceptance of a residual ruling class. Thus, this would necessitate that
we abandon the developrnent of a libertarian class theory vital to anti-statist
ideology. It would follow loqically that we could not eradicate stat'ist national
chauvjnisms and their vrar establishments. This would leave the way clear for a

nelv statist power. This burden of excess baggage left from the bourgeois,
n jneteenth-century "class'ical I iberal'ism" vlill never permit us to cross the
seas of mass apathy and delusion to a stateless society. The future'is, thus,
clear: the LP is on the way to creatinq a new, more efficjent state system for
the ruling e'lite -- just as the "sevrer Socjalists" of the last century d'id.

Partially as a result of thjs "radjca1" opportunist cowardice, the Party
has no consist-ent or coherent ideological position. Lacking a clear abolit'ionist
perspective, there can be no long-range strategy or motivat'ion to evolve a theory
bt ti^ansit'ion to a stateless society. All that the Party has now are unsupported
generaljtjes and empty catch-phrasei in place of an organically evolvjng ideology.
ilotfing 'is explained in concrete actualities. Nothing.'is related to the pressing
conceris of Americans. Everything is asserted but nothing is demonstrated.

Thus, for instance, its president'ial candidate, Ed Clark (the oj1 company.

lawyer nominated at the iame conventjon which disregarded the abolitjonjst plank),
'is novr lv"idely reported to be waffling and deviating on nunerous.platform
pos'it'ions. jt should come as no surprise that a part;r tuithout ideology, i.e.,
no translation of philosophical abstractions into a program of action, cannot
avoid nominating a'mouthpiece who lvill, by force of meeting with the reality of
peop'le's questi6ns, begin to make up his_own jdeology as suits the moment!

ff,ui, the L'ibertarian Farty's presidbntial campaign funded and controlled by oi1
compiny money, 'is completejy out of control ideological'ly. Its public pronouncements

are demagogic and misrepresentatjve.

The LPRC, hou/ever, is not alone in its opportunism. Even more blatant is
the betrayal oi principle by Students for a Libertarjan Society executive
l4ilton ttubller. 'His left opportunism involves the distortion of Iibertarian
environmental doctrine to abbomodate the vicious statist 1ega1 notion of apriori
punishment, i.e., penalty for a crime which ligli be gommited in the future.
In this case, the ben.raiion of nu.i.u" poweF-s-consl?ereE-' to-6e-l-r*eient-iv
iiatist by dint of-previous government involvement, thus' even who11y private
nuclear p6rver attemlts must also be proh'ib'ited apriori -:_wjthout provable cause

of violatjon aga'inst indivjduals in specifjc cases. l'lueller and the SLS are'
of course, do'ing th'is to woo the affections of the grossly pro-statist, anti-
nuclear envi ronmental i st movement.

The opportun'ist factjonalisnr which now div'ides the Party on the left is
matched by'hn equa'l1y acute deterioration on the right. 9l.!fis side the
problem'ii not so mulh an intellectual battle as one of middle-class domjnation
ind parano"ia. For example, several state party grganizations have defected in
displays of chauvinist iletulance over forelSn policy and defense. Again., the
iaii. oi a developed pariy ideology has fajled to prov'ide a.pos'itjon on the
actualities of miIitiry -defense,-ihus, at tjmes unnecessarily antagonizt'ng right-
rving anti -statists.
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Even more omjnous is the new authoritarian phenomenon of a stalinist form of
party bureaucracy which despises any 'intellectual dissjdents and organizes
character assassination against challengers. The prime example of this is the
State Central Comnittee oi the LP of liJashington State which has denied long-
standing members access to membership renewa'l forms and other basic documents.
ttot onti inOividuals but whole libertarian organizations have been censored and

ostraci"zed by the right-wing paranoia which has marked the LPI'JS under the
re'igns of Rjchard Kenney, Pat Artz and l'laurice l'li11ey.

It is in th'is context that the following Ten Pojnts have been concejved.
We consider the'ir adoption by the Party as crucial to a metamorphosjs from
iit p."t.nt ambivalence and impotence lnto an authentjcally ant'i-statist and

ef fecti ve po1 i ti cal organi zati on .. 
-._: ; /- . 
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LP Nat. Con. , Sept. 5-9 ' 1979

ABOLITION OF THE STATE

Proposed Amendment

Iihereas the coercive monopoly jurisdication power inherent in all states
is absolutely inimjcal and eternally contrary to the iustifiable exercjse of
the sovereigir right of the individual to his or her life and property, the
Libertarian-Part!, which opposes all forms of initiatory force, including its
use by any gover-ning agency, has as its ultimate objectjve the complete
abolition of the State.

In declaring its intent to abolish the State as the main institut'ion of
initiatory force, Ihe Ljbertarian Party does not oppose any form of voluntary
socjal co6peration and/or se'lf-governance irrespectjve of its particular
pfrifosopfribaf or religious orieitation so long as it rests on the rec_ognition
bt'inatviauat soverei6nty, and thus, the free and explicit consent of every
participant.

Arguments in SuPPort:

The logical politica'l progression of the libertarian movement must result
in an expti6itty hnotitioniit intent. Any other ideologica'l trajectory can

onfy f.jb u"uy 
"from a consistent,implementation of its basic premises

ioUj..iiu. .pistemology, rationa] egoism and natural rights).into a forn of

"ig[tist conseruun.y 6f'a minimalisl state or fragmentation into various "]eft"
ini ;rigfi; reforms'. Our movement must be unified in its focus aga'inst.the
State -l the central institution of modern slavery. Just as the abolitionist
inii-rtuvery movement in the antebellum U.s. was uncompromising.and iffeconcilable
in its demaird foi iieeing b'lack slaves, so must we in our demand for an end to
modern slavery.

Some may argue that abolition of the State is "implicit" throughout !1.
Lp pluiio* ii'O tfrui trris ls "enough". _"After.lll", they argue: 'lwhy should we

pfu[" oui iu"Or on the table?" Fiist of all, the only prudent inference which

tan Ue drawn from our platform is that there are many-things..we don't like about

the State -- wfrilfr Jppburt to be a mixture of "liberal" and "conservative"
poiiliort. Inaeea, ti'r. Party has been advertised wide'ly as an alliance of
mjnimal statists and anarchiits -- thus, its start is at best ambigyo!: on the
retention of the State. So'it is definiteiy not clear'ly inferential that the
Lp stands foursquare for the abolition of the State. If that is the purpose

of tf,. Lp, it could be said that it is misrep_resen!'i!9 itself to those vrho

beljeve otnenvise. ifre lp should, thus, be iorthright one v,ay or another.
Abolitionism or conservatism, that is the choice! If we-perm'it the

pr.rent-itut. of affairs to continue, this Party w'i'l'l rightfully b. labelled
tonieivative by the authentic freeOom-tighters bt tfre world. The LP wjll be

seen as a tool of right-wing apologists for the American superstate.

This proposed amendrnent to
Caucus and reproduced here

Several minor changes have been made to the original text written in August 1979.

For further inforrnation write: P0 Box 30681 , Seattle, t'lA 98.l03' (206) 367-ll68
All Rights Reserved.

the LP Platform was originated by the Poljtical Action
as a documentary appendix for the LPAC Ten Points'



THE TEN POINTS

of the

Libertarian Party Abol itionjst Caucus

(As generally proposed by members of the LPAC before a public meeting of the
Steeiing Committee of the American Abolitionist l4ovement held on Apri) 27.,.l980
'in Seatile, Washjngton and amended by the Central Con'rnittee of the LPAC'in
Ju1y, I 980) .

l. Ideoloqical Consistenc.v and I'lethodological Unit.v

a. The careful adoption of basjc ph'ilosoph'ica1 prem'ises and thejr specific
app'lication in questions affecting the proper recognition of-individual
airtfrority and responsibjlity jn social relations js essential to the
ideologiLal fornral'ion of a principled party. The adoption of general
and abitract philosophical premises, however necessary, is merely the
preliminary task of a serjous and dedjcated party organization. To

iimit the work of the Party to the mere adoption and adumbration of
abstract general it'ies is to truncate its ideological develgpment. I'le

see the miin ongoing task of the Libertarian Party as developing and

presenting an analytic interpretation cf pol jtical-economjc conditjons
witfrin the frame of jts philosophical principles. Th'is rvork must not
on'ly interpret but prescribe effective political tactics which can

niiirg an ei',d to stale pot^,er. Thi s enti re process we wi I I cal I i deol ogy 'i.e.l the process of implementing ph'ilosophical princip]9s to achieve
poliijcal-economic results. It is the moral respons'ibility ?nd-
iaeotogical necessity of the Libertarian Party to act effect'ive1y in
regards to the oppressed groups it represents.

Our information organs must be open to discussion, debate and bas'ic challenge
from outside. tJe ilust replace the pubf ic-relations style -puffery whi.ch

p..i.niiy dominates LP organs with.a.genuine djscuss'ion of jssues and

ideology". These issues include: (l ) lrow to secure-military defense
for stiteless populations commencing with our.gYn; (2) defining actual
programs of reitbration and restitut'ion; and (3) elaboratjng a working
iyr[.* of private arbitration and police protection. These discussions
cinnot be ieft to the happenstance efforts of non-party- org-ans only'
ifl. putty organi zat'ion must take major respons'ibi 1 i ty for factual 1y

uliuiut.", teirninolog'ica'l1y precise and 1 ogical 1y consistent posjtions
in the ant'i-stat'ist-movement. Party ideology must come of its own

rantci and not primarily from those uninvolved with actual political tasks.

The party must have a central organizational mechanism for deciding
*f'ut is to be the "party fine" and why. This entity must be-able to
exFTain unA defend its aecisions and 

-be 
open to_serious challenge. At

ihb same time, the strategy and tactjcs of the Party must be brought

"niii.ty into'l'ine with thA party's position cnce'it is formulated'
Ideology should and must determjne all act'ions of the Party in every
sphere of its activitjes.

b.

c.

2. Abolitjon of the State As the l4ain strateqic l'4ission

There can be no other ultimate pofitical obiectjve consistent
jndividual ljberty but the compiete aboljtion of the State.

wi th
The-to

L'ibertapian Party should trust the intelIigence of the people
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understand the feas'ib'ility and des'irability of this ultimate= obiective.
It must not concea s "logica y u1t'imate Purpose. It is far from

4. The Coalition of At!i:!!9lj-9!!j Abol itionists at the Helm

enough tfii tf'e possibjliti of_a-bolitjon is iarge'ly impljcit'in the
pres6nt pi.ty ptlttornr. The LP must resolve the apparent amb'ivalence

bf i ts pl.t.i,t' i deol ogy. I t 'i s imperati ve that the Party 
- 
inrmedi ate'ly

negin .iuiiiyins its differences with the notion of a limited-state
('i .e., conservative) PartY.

3. Tra'in j ng a Dedi cated Revol ut'ionar.v Cadre

A poljtical organization which seeks the magnitude of radical and

complex changei as must the LP, cannot_expe-t to achieve its objective-s
vrithout u nody of personne'l specifical'ly tra'ined and motjvated to perform

those taiks over tire long terr,r. The Libertarian Party requ'ires a- .,
pioi.rtionif-.udr. vlho deaicate their lives to the achievement of the

antj-staiist revolution. By this, we don't mean the major-party sty'le
Uourgeoii .iititi political" "professionals" as epitomized by Edward

Crane III and Ed Clark, but revblut'ionary cadre trained to carry out the
party-1ine. Th'is rneans men and women who are willing and able to
ming1. *iif, the masses in the streets and effectively pro-pagand'ize, and

vrhen appropriate, form the core of a fight'ing vanguard.of revolutjon.
For this tb Ue eifectjvely achieved, the Party must establjsh schools

open to uppfiiuntr-from ail economic levels -- not merely the rjch.
who can i??o.a .rp.nrive occasional seminars in luxurious surroundings'
Every reasonable bffort should be made to-prov'ide part5',training programs

gratis oi at mjnjmal cost. Emphasis should be on recruiting cadre from,

severely'oppresseO t*gr.ntr oi th. population as urell as from members of
the disitfbcteA client-class intelligentsia'*

5.

The Abol ition caucus opposes any attempt to wh'iteurash s'ignificant
ideolog.ica'l oiiieiencei' tr'ereuy" teaving^il'em unresolved. l''le spec'if ica1ly
;i;;gil. -*i 

tf.1 tfre view adopted" by the _[P nati onal conventi on i n Dal I as
.1974 to f aV asiae the centi^al isiue of "anarchy versus minarchy", i.'9',
of abol it.ion versus m'inimal statism. There can be no quest'ion on this
point. The isiue of the ultjmate legitimacy of government pgr :9.js,
the heart of oui ideology, the engin6 of oui movement and a legit'imate
pripor. of an-inti -statiii party."- {n.any coaf ition vrith minimal stat'ists
br ln.u-oif'.r t.up. oi iiuiittt, ibolitionlsm must be at the helm'

Pol i ti cal HonestY

The L.ibertarian Party should establjsh a reputation with the masses as

strictly noneii and ?actua1ly dependabl. ]! its statements' Although

decept"ion is-eitriluf f V permi!saOie get'e.a]lV in defense against coercion

and -in particular against ilre-ilaiel iaeotog'ica1 ambiguitjes and factually
mi s I eadi ng tiit.nlenti sf,oul d-b; iiri ctt.v avoi ded . 0ur pri nci p1 es ' and

*0n

Not
thi s prob'lem
Be Enough" in

we suggest
the Versus

study of Richard R. Slomon's article "Ljberty llay
State I'lewsletter.
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what they mean, should be clearly presented in toto before the people.
Such tacii cs as sel ecti ve emphas i s on the basTslT-i ssue-ori entati on

rvill only produce, at this stage, confusion and skepticism as to the
validity and the practicabjlity of the ultimate aims of the Party.

6. Justice for the 0ppressed

The Ljbertarian Party should seek to recrujt not only comfortable
intellectuals who philosphically oppose the State in principle, but
also persons who have actually suffered from oppression. Thus, the
Party must involve its programa with the specific problems of oppressed
grouirs such as Blacks, Chjcanos, homosexuals, youth, the aged, and

[ol'itica'l prisoners. In doing this, however, the Party must be wary to
not emulate statist front groups of the ruling class or be enticed to
support pol"icies whjch ultimately are des'igned to expand the, power of
the'State. For example, the LP, given the recent h'istory of the .1964

Cjvil Rights Act and its total distortion and reversal in Federal
Affirmative Action po'licies, should avoid supporting the Equal Rights-
Amendment wh'ich is already becomjng an apriori constitutional rat'ionale
for the mi'litary conscription of women.-ltmGt avoid the pitfalls of'left opportunism as welI as right opportunism. This can be accomplished
only by systematic study of the political-economic actualities of
d'ifferent classes and groups in each country. The Party must express
practical programs for the restitut'ion of values to the victims of
lhe State and-elaborate on precise implementation of restoration of
rights. Among those questjons most vital to our abjljty to demonstrate
an effectjveness in the concrete realm of politics are those of
restoring land rights to Chicanos and Indians and other dispossessed
groups. -For 

example, the Party should provide a program open'ing up

government lands to homesteading.

7. [,lon-Initiation of Force

.1-

The L'ibertarian Party should never sanction the use of force which
v1olates the rjghts bf innocent persons. It is desirable to shovr

support only foi movements against tyranny rvhich limit themselves to
employing fbrce in self-defense. By self-defense, we do not
netesiarily mean restricting retaliation to direct attack as th'is would
impose an unnecessary l'im'itition on those actually fight'ing their
governments.

Primac.v of Individual Riqhts

The Libertarjan Party should never accept collective utility rationales
in tfre place of secuiing'individual rights. gut pos'ition.should be

always !o demand full r6cognition of everyone's rights while initiating
ina iupport'ing appropriate legislative measures whjch vrork practically
to reduce Staie bbwer. Every-retreat by the State must be emp'loyed.as

ev'idence that oui demands foi abolit'ion are the only proper and ultimate
solution. Our aim must be to gain sufficient polit'ica1 power to
dissolve the State and to effelt the transition to a stateless society.

l^lorld Abol it'ionist t'loveLnent and the Fiqht A9.

a. The Abolitionist Caucus strongly rebukes the left-opportunist tactics
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of the LP Radical Caucus for assigning the maior burden of guilt to
U.S. foreign pof icy for the Cold l.lar. Our opposition to interventjon'ist
foreign policy and aggressive war preparations must take care not to
condemn the justifiable mass desjre for effect'ive strategic defense
against the obviously s'ing1e-minded aggressive'imperial jst strategy
of the USSR. Sovjet imperialist expansion, war preparations and mass
oppression have been major realities of 91oba1 geopolitics for decades.
The suspicion of the American peop'le on Soviet motjves is largely
just'ifiable. Our desire to abolish and djsmantle the American State must
never obfuscate the fact of the irreconcilable enm'ity of the Communist
reg'imes for an A.narcho-capitalist revolution. Left opportunism, and
the current fashion of "antj-anti communism" among repentant bourgeois
"radicals" currying favor from Ieft colIectiv'ist circles, must never
blind us to be the jnadvertent palns of KGB dis'information. Sectarian-
generated "revisionist history" js useful but'it must not be employed
as a reflex determinant of our party-1ine.

b. Qur quest for securing individual rights is not necessarily advanced
by proljferation of national chauvinist movements unless the movement
i s dec'idedly I j bertari an 'in character. A smal I state -- as vte have
seen in Kampuchea (Cambodia) -- can be more v"io'lently oppressive than
a large multinational empire. Because a large, repressive, multinational
state is dis'integrating into several ethno-l'inguistic states is not
automatically a reason for jumping on the bandutagon of minority chauv'inism.
The Ljbertarjan Party must be extremely selective'in its ties and make

every attempt to generate autonomous antj-statist movements that are
independent from national chauvinist and ethno-collectivist sentjments.

c. The Party must take act'ive steps to develop an international section to
translate ourideology jnto other languages and to link up with libertarjans
in other countries.

.l0. 
Class Struqgle and Class Theory

The formulat'ion of a party-'line must come from turo basic sources: the
ph'ilosophical deductjve-ana'lytic which comprises our Libertarian Theory
ind the'empirical inductive-synthetic whjch has been too largely ignored
r,vith'in the Party. In order to translate our ph'ilosophical prem'ises into
ideological concretes, we must isolate and identify exact'ly vrho are our
enemiei, and exact'ly why they are our class antagon'ists and what is the
likelyhood of their rernaining so. Although the assocjation vrith l4arxism
makes conventional "cl ass theory" repugnant to 'ind j v'idual i sts , the
sociology of classes and its assocjated po'litical-economic analysis is
criticaT- to a working party line. In this vrork, we should not be deteffed
from a careful examination of the revolutionary body of class theory vthjch
is an integral part of our ideological heritage. f'le must regard the_
uprisings 6t thb Paris Comrune and of the Spanish Anarchjsts (as r^rell as the
Americai Revolution) as important events of reference in our search for
a hi stori cal perspecti ve. lrJe must i denti fy the psychopathol ogy and

psychosocial tendencies and political-economic position of the various
groups vrjthin the state apparatus to effect strateg-v and to determjne
iutpi5ility. l,rlithout this we are always limited to generalitjes whjch
faii to relate the empirical specifics of strategy and tactjcs.
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