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having no government. This sum would be much greater as a result of more
efficient investment 'in private enterprise. The impetus for investing 'in

defense would be essentially the same as that for private medical, fire and
liability insurance. Property owners -- which would include nearly the
entire populat'ion would raise money to protect their famjlies and homes and
businesses from attack. Large firms and, specifically, large insurance
compan'ies, would find it in their interests to organize defense systems not
only protecting their properties but affording.defense to market populations
as well. Professional defense un'its could also be supported by voluntary
donati ons . Ameri cans al ready spend 70 b'i I I i on dol I ars on chari ti es

under present conditions -- the amount in a tax free society could be
startlingly higher. There are millions of Americans who would voluntarily
contribute material aid and serv'ices to the "l4arines", the "Navy" and "Air
Force" -- especially if these defense agencies fielded crack football, basketball
and boxing teams. If university alumnae contribute to support co11eg'iate
athletics there is no reason to doubt veterans and other enthusiasts will not
support the "armed services".

Indeed, there may be many "free riders" -- persons who contribute nothing
but benefit from the d6fense efforts of others. 0f course, the "price" they
pay is having no say at at1 in defense matters. Today we have mjllions of
i'fiee ridersn who llve at the expense of others but who have voting powerin
mass blocs to influence m'ilitary policies. In a stateless society those-who
pay for protective defense services vrill have considerable market control over
those services.

5. What about police?

Since all property w'i11 be privately owned, most persons wi'11 have a
vested interest in protbcting against crime in genera'|. Streets will be owned

by private groups -- usually residents, thus, reducing the possibilitjes for
ciime in existing public places. Private police firms will have to be efficient
to keep clients irom competitors. All attention will be focussed on violent
crime is there will be nb victimless "crime" enforcement. Since all laws
preventing persons from using deadly force against criminal attack will cease --
muggers, iaitsts, burglars, etc. will take the chance of be'ing shot on the spot.
Criiinajs will be comFelled to repay their victims for all damages and associated
costs of their violations. The combination of these conditions w'ill reduce
present-day 1eve1s of criminal activity to vqfy.low levels. Crime wjll no

longer paythe way it does under present conditjons! Most non-political
criilinai ictivitytoday is, after'all, a result of prior government intervention
such as the artjficialiy high prices for prohibited narcotics and the djsarming
of potential victims.

6. Suppose competing pofice firms attempt to become rival gangs extorting the local
popul at'ion?

Even the huge te&lr_pgq1lgq police departments we have today are no match

for a neighborho;A riot. T'loTiEe'force is always dependent. on the good-wi11

and suppoit of the population for its functioning. Even with superior
weapons'and discipline it cannot fight the entire population,or even a'largeWgaponS and d'lSC'l pllng 1f, CannOI Tlgntr' f,ne enLlre PUPulclLlull .uI EvErr q rqr 9c
fraltion of it. in a free society, an armed citizenry ioined together against
the outrage of a criminalized police firm would destroy the firm's power.

Police cainot funct'ion with the threat of ambush from every corner. In
Afghani stan , an 'impoveri shed and backward popul ati on i s defeati ng the mi'l i tary
foices of the grealest land power in the world. 9un you i.magine aly police gang

able to hold d6wn New York City if the people resisted? Very simp'ly' there
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would be nothing to prevent an armed citizenry from hiring an outside police
firm of good reputation to defeat the rogue "po'lice firm".

7. What about courts?

Courts wi l l be pri vate and wi thout monopoly i uri sd'icti on. They wi l l f unct'ion
primarily as centers for arbitration. The success of judges in attracting clients
will depend on a reputation for integrity and on the authoritatjveness of
their decisions. Just as today, there wil'l be corrupt and unfair judges
arbitrarily favoring certain interests over others. The difference will be,
however, that their "dec'is'ions" will not be binding on everyone as they often
are today. A bad judge wjll carry no weight in the conrnun'ity a! 1arge. The
market fbr sound justice and arbitration carry'ing moral weight in the community
wjll prevail. Today we are forced to accept the maniacal decrees such as
those of the'late Judge Rjtter in Utah and the US Supreme Court.

8. What about schools?

People will make decisions regard'ing educational services like anything
else -- they will make their selections in the marketplace. The whole concept
of "education" has been distorted and ill-defined by statist educators to mean

a process by which the natural and unique learning tendencies of indivjduals
ar'e stifled and molded to achieve a standard "national character". Education
must once again refer to the'individual's ability and inclination -- not to the
cultural objectives of the ruling c'lass. Formal education is not sacred -- some

people will want it for themselves and their children -- some won't. That will
be their business! In any case, nothing could be much worse than government
schools whjch operate tikL prisons and serve as indoctrination centers for
government proplganda. There will be no forced bussing 9r compulsory education.
ile expect tfre toit of education to drop drastical'ly and.its quafity_to improve
gieiiiV in a competitive market providing learnjng and instructional goods and

servi ces .

9. What about the Poor?

As history has shown, a free market economy is lhg fastest way to material'ly
improve the livis of the poor. Poverty is not a terrible thing in a free
sotiety in which people have the opportunity to work, save, invest and keep

the fririts of their labor and thrift. It is temible in a welfare state when

millions are trapped into a humiliating way of life with little chance for
ielf-improvement. Presently, the goveinmeht administrative costs of welfare
programi accounts for an av-erage of gS% of the funds appropriated. The present
iys[.* is designed to support i government bureaucracy -- lot to help the poor

airO sick to beiome self-sustaining. In a post-statist soc'iety their will be

no true "poor" only the less rich. Today the government is the cause of much

needless ioverty aird unemployment. The on'ly way to improve life is to
acceleratb econ-omic growth -- we will expand industry and cornmerce to the
maximal by the incenlive of profits, competitive efficiency and by privatizing
the enti re "pub'l i c sector" .

.l0. 
l^lho will build and run the highways?

in many cases private companies will operate them for a profit. Road

and rait irairsport will be more'carefully planned and executed to meet actual
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market demands rather than political-bureaucratic desjres.

ll. l^lon't that be more expensive for the h'ighway users?

In some cases, but it will be also a lot cheaper for non-users. It will
also promote far more efficient modes of transportation and residential-work
patterns as highway users experience the true costs of their conveyance.
ireak-load highway users, for'examp1e, will probably pay considerably more than
non-peak-load users.

12. What about unions?

Persons will be free to organize voluntary associations to protect or
advance thejr jnterests'in relation to their professions. They will not, however,
be able to coerce other employees to join their association or to force employers
to hire only union members. In actuality, the demand for workers in an

unleashed fiee economy will largely end the need for most existing protective
unionization. Rgglwiges (i.e., actual buying power) will be sky high and the
demand for good workers will generally outstrip the supply.

.l3. 
l^Jho wi I I pri nt money?

probably large private banks whose prec'ious metal reserves and other liquid
and tradeable-asseis are trusted to back the exchange value of the bank currency.
As in other cornmodit'ies and services, there wi l'l be competing currencies.
Banks which do not honor their notes will lose the trust of people and thejr
willingness to accept the bank's notes. Thjs will be a greqt improvement over
our pr6sent system in which government forces us to accept.its bad checks.
Computerizat'ibn may also vastly reduce the usage of "money" banknotes.

.l4. 
l,Jhat about racial and sexual discrimination?

In a society of compietely free compet'ition, firms will.have to choose

their employees o-n the basis of- their skill alone or-compet'illygt.y lose out to
those wnb Oir. 0f course, some people may stjll be bigots but it is every person's
right to run his own l'ife, no matter how self-destructively or ridiculous. The

pr6Utems of racial and seiual discrimination are.largely the result of prev'ious
government interventions and authoritarian rgligious codes. A free and secular
society is the best overall cure for these ills.

1 5. l^lho wi I I protect the env'ironment?

The strict enforcement of property rights will make it very costly_for
polluters. Pollution and the devastation of "public" (i.e. government) lands
lr. p.*itted today by government ownership of air and water bodies which allows
so-cilled "externalitiei", i.e., dumping wastes without regard to the harm to
others. When air, land and water arb piivately owned, a healthy fear of lawsuits
will create respect for the destructive byproducts of industrial activ'ities.
inis wilt replate the present government iystem of wasteful regulations which
arbitrarily befine "acceptablei levels of pollution aggression.

.l6. 
What about nuclear Power?

Nuclear power in every country is an excellent example of a total'ly
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government industry. In the Unjted States, nuc'lear power generation is insulated
from potentially high insurance costs by the Price-Anderson Act which places an
artificia'l1y low ceiling on potential damage claims against licensed utilities.
Not only are persons statutorily prevented from suing for fu11 damages in the
event of a nuclear accident but nuclear plants have enjoyed an artificially
subsidized feasibility over the other 1ike1y power sources. Because of the
government involvement in nuclear power, we have no conclusive evidence of its
actual safe operation and competitive efficiency in a free market context. If
nuclear power becomes conclusively an objective danger to its neighbors, it wjll
be stopped by persons whose ljves and property are threatened. There will be no
government to impose definable radiat'ion dangers on local communities.

17. How can the abolition of the State be accomplished?

The revolution will grow in stages until it is successful in bringing down
every government in the world. The first and main target is the USA because of
its libertarian traditions and its importance. The first stage involves the
creation of an intellectual political movement establishing abolitionism as a

comprehensive and coherent ideology. This has already been partia'lly achieved.
The next stage is the organization of a revolutionary party to imp'lement the
strategy and tactics for dismantling the State. This wili begin with iarge-
scale tax strikes and sealing off areas to government intrusion. Resistance to
the draft, taxes, regulatory agencies, victimless crjme enforcement, public
education and so on, wjll be organized. At the same time, revolut'ionary movements
will spread to other countries. They will make it hot for rulers of all kjnds.
The political activit'ies will be paralleled by a growing black market
"countereconomy" which is already fIourishing everywhere. The grow'ing revolution
will s1ow1y stnangle and para'lyze governments -- deny'ing them revenues and
increasing- their iontrol prob'lems a hundred-fold. Ne'ighborhood by neighborhood,
city by city, region by region, country by country, people will reclaim the world
for private ownership and establish a free society.

In no case do we advocate the use of force against innocent parties and
in every possib'le case we advocate avoiding forceful retaliation.against the
governmbni. The purpose 'is to provide every reasonable opportunity for the
bulk of the cjtizenry and even government employees to disassociate themselves
from the actively crlminal clasi of the State. Violence is the government's
game.

The policy will be to organize volunteer civilian defense against government
violence. 'They-w'i11 shoot back in self-defense if government hoodlums violate
their sanctuaries by force. By acting non-violently, but developing the
willingness and capacity for firm defense they will gain both sympathy and respect.
thjs will create a dilenma for the statists. If they attack, they chance
losing support as well as sustain'ing heavy losses. Not attacking would imply
capitilatibn to our sanctuary and the accompanying'lg!: gf-politica'l sovereig_nty.
If the State attacks with mais'ive force, then they wj11 inflame the spread of
civil war. All we would have to do is hold on whjle the rest of the country
breaks out of government control. Every reasonable attempt-will be made to
convince the gilnbearers of the State to refrain from attacking the citizenry.
t.lith fewer revenues, government payscales wil'l drop -- this combined with
inflation and determjned resistance will make defection increasingly appealing.
As the ranks of the po'lice and military are reduced by defections, the size and

stability of the free zones will dramaticaily increase, meaning fewer tax
revenues for the government, In a relatively short time, the entire popu'lation
wiII becorne forever "ungovernable"! The State wiII fai1 apart.
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.|8. But after the "revolution", ('i.e., after Abolition) isn't there a good

chance some group wi'I1 strongarm us back to statist tyranny?

That possibility does indeed exist (so does the risk of being mugged,
burglarized', raped and murdered also exist). This threat shouldn't stop
peopte from moving as fast as possible towards freedom and a better life. If
bne'tyranny can be overthrown, why shouldn't it be possible to overthrow the
next one? With so many people having tasted the good life of no taxes, no
intrusions and real ecbnomic growth, there should be far more support than
there is now. More sign'ificantly, the myth of government will have been
punctured and more people will have realized its uselessness.

.19. But if, for example, powerful companies with hjgh technology get together
with private armjes, will we be able to beat them?

You have described pretty much what exists at present except that-no!,v
these forces have the enormous-power of government psychological authority
and organization for economic theft. Most of the populatjon believes in the
State like a religion. This is the main source of its power:- ng!_guns.or
armies. 0nce the fraudulent myth of the State is broken, as it wil] be by

abolition, no practical combinltion of physical might can iong rule over the
peopl e. Wi tf,oirt taxati on , and protecti ve regul ati ons , pri vate comp_ani es

wouiO go broke trying to wage war on their potential customers. If they
Urougfr[ in outsiaL t6rce by-foreigners,_the !!gle local population would arise --
armed to the teeth. Afghaiistan would'look like a tea party by comparison.
By this time, Canada and Mexico would also probably have_become Anarcho-
capjtalist -- the whole continent would be fighting the_foreign statist devils
inb tfreir local compradors. Any invader would face millions of guns aimed

iiJr .v.ry window ahd doonnray. Local collaborators would have their properties
destroyed -- they would lose everything. Reinstitut'ion of the State could
not endure in a post-abo'litionist society.

20. This certainly doesn't sound exactly'tike utopia: will it be worth'it?

Indeed, it will not be utopia. There is no promise.to an end to human

abemaiion and conflict. There can't be. Abolition of the State will end the
gieatest existing institution of oppression and violence. It w'i11 vastiy 

.

i.Jr.. not only lhe scale of confti'ct, but more importantly, it_will end the
iniiAious cyc1"e of legal-moral rationales for human bondage. If the opportunity
for unaOrogitea human rights and avoidance of nuclear war are of value, then
we think tie difficultiei of revolution are weil worth it. This is not to
mention the other efficiencies and opportunities of a free market society.



A BASIC OUTLINE OF THE STRATEGY TO ABOLISH THE STATE

gur program for abolishing the State rests on the following fundamental concepts:

l. Isolate the government.
2. Progressive abol it'ion.
3. Non-use of force whenever possible and firm self-defense whenever necessary.
4. Voluntary civjlian defense of liberated zones combined with professional

revol ut'ionary forces .

5. Encouraging the crossover of government workers and their progressive
disassociation frorn government.

6. Restoration of rights and restitut'ion of property.
7 . Non-punitive reha6'il itation of government officials, po1 ice and soldiers.
8. Vol untary cooperation and se'lf -he1p.
9. An end to nuclear bl ackma'il .

l. Isolating the Government

This means educating people about the ruling class and its violatjon of
rights and its destructiveness. It means organ'izing to stop paying taxes and
pr6vent government agents from entering sanctuary areas. It means making the
mass of peopl e di s'loya1 to the ru1 i ng-c1ass .

2. Progressive Aboli,tion

Progressive aboljtion means abolishing government both'in djfferent types
of pursuits as well as restrjcting access to defined geographical areas in a

step-by-step process. Abolition of a government agency means that it may

never igain'be reconstituted for all time under any other namg 9r gui:9.-.!'tg
never aicept "phase-out" plans or any other "interim" de-statizing. Abolition
of any funct'ion is total and forever.

3. Non-viol-enc_e Whenevel Poss'ible and Firm Self-defense Whenever Necessar.v

"Non-violence whenever possible" means that the revolution is pe_aceful in
its intent but that the peoplb will not sacrifice their ability to defend
themselves against the Statb. It means innocent persons are never attacked and

refiaining fiom retaliating against those more or less passively involved with
governmeni. Firm self-defense means that our use of force is employed only.
igainst direct attack and in retaliation for direct attack against those actually
involved in initiating violence.

4. Voluntarv Civilian Defense

Voluntary civiljan defense means never resorting to conscription or taxes
for area defenie. It means that people must be ready anq-qple to organize-.
tfremieives against government atticks. Local civilian nrilitias will be aided
by the abolilionist revolutionary underground of trained fighters.

5. Encouraqi Government Workers to Disassociate Themselv-e-s--g1d to Crolsover

Accelerating the demise of the State requires
officjals as possible be persuaded to take the side
government official, police officer and so]dier who

that as many government
of liberty. EverY
defects to our cause is
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a moral and physical blow to the State and a victory for us.

6. Restoration of Riqhts and Restitutjon of Property

Restoration of rights means returnjng sovereignty and control in practice
to people over their own lives. This means an end to al1 police harrassment
relating to victimless crimes and the release of all prisoners incarcerated
for victimless offenses. It means restoring normal persona'l sovere'ignty to
young persons w'illing and able to support themselves independently. It means
an end to municipal police colonialism over ethnic and racial ghettos.

Restitut'ion of property means turning over government loot stolen through
taxation and other forms of confiscat'ion back to private persons. Our general
policy w'i'11 be to turn over government property to persons who have no property
now and freeing ex'isting property owners from taxes and regulations. In
restoring righls and relurning property into private hands we will simultaneously
achieve justice and give people a compel'ling reason to support our cause.

7. Non-ounitive Rehabilitation of Government Officials

The aim is not to punish or to destroy. Statist hoodlums who injtiate
violence against orthers will be kjlled 'in self-defense if necessary.
Government offic'ials and jesser personnel who sumender under threat of retaliatory
force will not be harmed or imprisoned beyond temporary detent'ion to disarm
them and to transfer the'ir tax-gained personal wealth and government hold'ings
under their control for return to vjctim'ized persons. It will be left to
individuals to take whatever personal action they consider justified aga'inst
ex-officials. Private arb'itration and defense agencies providing protection
of the rights of both the p1a'intiffs and government defendants will be avajlable.
Ex-government personnel will have recourse against uniust treatment.

8. Vol untar.v Cooperati on and Sel f -helg.

The various so-ca'l1ed "public services" now monopof ized by government can

all be provided more efficiently by private firms and/or by cooperative
associations designed for the beneiit of the consumers. Private generation of
energy, water, seilerage disposal, fire-fighting, and mail delivery are all
preslirity feasible. Care and rehabiljtation of the sick, the aged and the
infirmed-will be the domain of private and voluntary communal charities. Our
poficy will be to foster the return of these vital functions back to non-
burea-ucratic and genuinely caring persons and groups who will husband the'ir
resources to the maximal.

9. End Nuclear Bl ackmai I

We condemn the use of nuclear weapons as the ultimate means of statist
teryor against innocent persons and non-combatant -populations. .. Our defense must

Ue capaUie of preventing these weapons from reaching us, Thg.threat of mutual
nuclear blackmhil is no defense of our lives and property. The populations of
the United States and many other countries are used as hostages by government

officials in a strategic nuclear arms race. Defense of the US population from
harm has never been the prime concern of the government mjlitary strategists.
if'.V qrite cold]y ca'lculite "victory" or "deterrent" with "acceptable losses" of
teni df millions of citizens whom they cons'ider expendable. For the sake of our
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survival, we advocate the shift from offensive nuclear weapons to defensive
anti-ballistic missiles and other means to truly protect us from nuclear
attack. "Mutua11y assured destruction" may be fine for Dr. Strangelove
but it has nothing to do with our surviving nuclear war.



MAIN POINTS OF ANARCHO-CAPITALISI{

l. Principle of Self Ownership -- Self Sovereignty

Every person js sole owner and absolute ruler over his own life. This
means that no other person may morally make and enforce a claim of any kind on

someone else's life unless thirt person has freely agreed to it prior (or has
caused the claimant an obiective damage).

2. Prjnciple of Individqal ifrmacy as THEJoral U

Every person has the full and unqualified right to do what he or she wills
with his or her own life and iustifiably-acquired property.

This means that no person, or group of persons, has the moral right to
force its views or desjres upon anyone, even if it is to save that person from
himself or herself. A group of persons is not moral'ly superior to one person
by virtue of being more numerous.

3. Principle of Moral Premise _0ver Expedient: The Ends NEVER Justif.v the Means

No momentary practical exped'ient or good is superior to a-valid moral
prem'ise. An individual may find it desirable to aid the needy, to cooperate.
with others to defend rights but under no circumstances is there a moral basis
for forcing him to help others; to do so can only result in more moral harrn

than good.

4. Princ'iple of Autonomous Self-Defense

Every person has the right to defend his lifg q1d property rvith force
against th; initiation of force by others. An ind'ividual may own weapons and

hire other persons as his agents to protect aga'inst attack on h'is person or an

invasion of'his property. A person does not require the sanction of a
,,government" to retaliate against an attacker or thief (when by the same token,
tfie State itself is an attaiker and thjef of even greater magnitude).

5. Principle of l4oral Subiectjv'ity and Liabjlilv

Every person has the right to interact wjth others in any way al long as

mutual conieht ex'ists. This means that persons are free to do what they want
even if it offends others as long as there is no objectively definable
physical vjolation of life and pioperty to those who are not consenting part'ies.
it i,erson who is morally or esthbtitally offended, but not obiectiveiy violated,
may not hold anyone else materially responsible_for his own distress -- nor may

fre"forcetu'l1y'iirterfere. Every person is entitled to his own tastes and moral
standards Uui fre alone'is liable to pay the price of his intolerance and

sensi ti vi ti es .



QUICK SUMMARY

l. Every person has an absolute right to run his or her own life. No one
else does ! No matter vhat they ca'|1 themselves !

2. Every person has the prerogative of defending themselves and their
property wjthout the say-so of government.

3. No person has the right to take what rightfully be'longs to another or to
enforce'a clajm on another person mereiy because he has a "greater need".

4. 0n1y you have the right to rule your life. Government -- even the
democratic type -- is modern s'lavery. Nobody has the moral right to vote away
your freedom. Tyranny'is tyranny no matter if it is imposed by the so-called
"maj ori ty" .

5. Government (modern slavery) is not only inmoral, it is destructive, wasteful
and fundamentaliy'incapable of running modern soc'iety. Our way,of life js
too complex, too fast-changing for bureaucrats. 0n1y individuals, on-the-spot'
in the marketplace, who t<now their own businesses,.are competent to make the
momentary decisions necessary to make things go. (And if some of them fail'
we won'ibe taxed io puy for their mistakei sirch as the loan to Chrysler Corp.).

6. Abolition of the State'means getting rid of al1 governments, at all levels,
and permitting voluntary, private-systems determj!9d by-people in a free
markbtp'lace. 

-If peop'le-waht a service, they should be free to obtain it to
suit their particular desires -- at their own expense.

7. Government can't be genuine'ly reformed. The best of constitutions are
ui*uyr used by the rulin! class io gain priv'ileges over the politically weak.

8. Economic problems in this country result from the obstacles imposed by the
rufing class not on'ly to protect their monopolies but their politicai power

as weTl. They are stared of genuine economic growth and competition. l'Jhen

we abolish government, we will have ended the source of al1 monopolies. The

poor won't 5e held down by the political pover elite. Tl,. protected fortunes
lnO potitical clout of thi Rockefellers and the Kennedys'w'itl_9. ended. This
stratefied society by which they seek to impose their power will be dissolved
unleash'ing the so--cailed "vulgai" economic mobility so disdained by the elite.

g. Governments of all types are the probiem -- not the solution. Inflat'ion and

unemployment are causea iira aggravated by government fiat money and misspending.
Modern ilarfare is caused mainiy by the power of governments to mobilize whole
popufitiont against each other. i^le can'end poveity and_save.mjllions of lives
it'we abolish-government. Abolition is not o11y a moral prob'lem of freedom
versus modern slavery, it is a question of life-and death for our world in the
nuclear age.

.10. gur main argument is not that the world wjll be perfect.without government

nut grit peop1. iirr general'ly live better without government. Most importantly'
p.itori *itt'have a ciance to-live as morally nature adults in possession of
tf'eir own destin'ies and not as perpetual iuvenile delinquents of the State.
Genuine adults don't need or waht big aaAay government running their lives.
For the first time in history, persois will be able to live wjthout being
;mpliCated in the criminat aliivities of the State. |.ljth the main inst'itution
of'criminal activity and theory abolished, people will be able to p'lan rational
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lives and live for their own happiness without the threat of goverdment
'intervention. They will be able to cooperate together voluntarily in a worli
free from the insane violence and inisutices of the State.


