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Introduction





Jesus prayed ”that all may be one” (Joh 17:21).





Mostly, this statement has been used as a motive to ecumenical efforts. This is an ”one-eyed” interpretation. In fact, Jesus is praying that every individual in the world must feel sympathy for his fellow-being, as every human being is a child of God.





During the last thirty years I have tried to use my personal qualifications for unbiased researches on a number of ecclesiastical key figures, frequently surrounded by tendentious information, which in fact has split up the humanity. Sophronios Bishara is one of these figures.





This publication is a part of a biographical set dedicated the memory of the Late Rev. Henry Renaud Turner Brandreth, OGS, who just before his death in 1975 expressed to me that I may continue his work on smaller Christian communities.





I hope that the present research findings in some way may contribute to realizing the prayer of Jesus ”that all may be one”.








Solna, Sweden, the Day of St. Martin of Tours, 2000





Bertil Persson, DD, ThD, FRSA

































































A Brief Biographical Sketch


on


Sophronios Bishara





1888


Born in Syria as Sofronios Bishara





1914, 26 November


Arrives at Ellis Island, New York, from Broumana, Turkey, and Pireus, Greece 





1917 


Ordained priest by Bishop Aftimios Ofiesh, The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church





1918


Priest, St. George’s Church, 1220 S. Padro St, Los Angeles (American Orthodox Messenger 1918)





1928, 26 May


Assisted by Metropolitan Elias of Tyr and Sidon, The Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East, and Bishop Emmanuel Abo-Hatab (Rizkallah Abo-Hatab), The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Aftimios consecrates Archimandrite Sophronios as Bishop of Los Angeles and the West (Abohatab; The Word March 1981 pp 5-10) 





1932, 25 September


Assists Archbishop Aftimios in his consecration of Rev. Joseph Zuk as Bishop of New York, The Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America (Gulovich pp 138-139; New York Times 26 September 1932 p 13 col. 5; New York World-Telegram 1 October 1932)





1932, 27 September


Together with Bishop Joseph Zuk assists Archbishop Aftimios in his consecration of Bishop William Albert Nichols, who adopts the ecclesiastical name Ignatius (Messenger of Holy Wisdom Vol I February 1962 No 2; Irénikon 1984 No 3 p 342; The Word March 1981 pp 5-10)





1933, 4 October


Deposes Archbishop Aftimios and becomes Archbishop of The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church and Archbishop of The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America (Abohatab; The Eastern Orthodox Catholic Church in America; The Word March 1981 pp 5-10)





1933, 2 November


Deposes Bishop William Albert Nichols














1933, 7 November


Assisted by Archbishop-Exarch Benjamin [Veniamin] (Ioann Athenasievich Fedchenkov), The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, consecrates Rev. John More-Moreno with the ecclesiastical name Chrysostomos (Cedarholm; Morris; Persson; Piepkorn 


p 77; Schneirla; Spataro; The Eastern Orthodox Catholic Church in America)





1934, between January and September


Consecrates sub conditione Bishop Anthony Joseph Aneed, The Melkite-Greek Catholic Church (Aneed et al; Kern)





1934, 10 February


Assisted by Archbishop Fan [Theophanes] Stylian Noli, The Albanian Orthodox Church in America, consecrates Christopher Contogeorge [Kontogiorgos] as Bishop of Philadelphia of The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America  (Échos d’Orient 1934 pp 228-229; Noli; The Sunday New York Times 11 February 1934)





1934, September


Leaves the scene owing to disease





1940, 8 October


Dies (Antiochian Village, Letter 1991; Antiochian Village, Letter 2000; Bory)





Buried in Lot 3351, Section U, grave 52, Arabic section, Mount Olivet Cemetery, Brooklyn, NY (Antiochian Village, Letter 1991)





1989, July 


The remains of the following clergymen are transferred to Antiochean Village, Ligonier, PA, for reburial. The names are as written on the gravestone: Bishop Raphael Hawaweeny, 1860-1915; Bishop Emmanuel Abohatab, 1887-1933; Rev. Moses Abihider, 1863-1926; Bishop Sophronios Beshara, 1888-1940; Archimandrite Agapios G. Golam, 1882-1946; Archpriest Makarios Moore, 1892-1948; Economos Farid Farkouh, 1879-1950 (Antiochian Village, Letter 1991; Antiochian Village, Letter 2000)





















































THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION OF 


SOPHRONIOS BISHARA 





Michael Nevskij (Makarij, 1835-1926)





Assisted by Bishop Innokentij (Alexander Dmitrievich Pustynsky), The Russian Orthodox Diocese of North America and Aleutian Islands, Bishop Makarij consecrated 1904, 4 January





Basil Michaelovich Meschersky (Eudokim, 1869-1935)


Ordained priest, The Russian Orthodox Church (1894, August 1 [Old style])





Archbishop, The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church (1914)





Assisted by Bishops Stephen (Alexander Stepanovich Dzubay) and Aleksandr (Aleksandr Aleksandrovich Nemolovskij), both of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Eudokim consecrated 1917, 13 May





Abdullah Ofiesh (Aftimios, 1880-1966)


Ordained priest, The Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East (1902)





Archbishop, The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church (1923)





Founder & Archbishop, The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America (The American Orthodox Catholic Church) (1927)





Assisted by Metropolitan Elias of Tyr and Sidon, The Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East and Bishop Emmanuel (Rizkallah Abo-Hatab), The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Aftimios consecrated 1928, 26 May





Sophronios Bishara (Sophronios, 1888-1940)
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