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Introduction





Jesus prayed ”that all may be one” (Joh 17:21).





Mostly, this statement has been used as a motive to ecumenical efforts. This is an ”one-eyed” interpretation. In fact, Jesus is praying that every individual in the world must feel sympathy for his fellow-being, as every human being is a child of God.





During the last thirty years I have tried to use my personal qualifications for unbiased researches on a number of ecclesiastical key figures, frequently surrounded by tendentious information, which in fact has split up the humanity. William Albert Nichols is one of these figures.





This publication is a part of a biographical set dedicated the memory of the Late Rev. Henry Renaud Turner Brandreth, OGS, who just before his death in 1975 expressed to me that I may continue his work on smaller Christian communities.





I hope that the present research findings in some way may contribute to realizing the prayer of Jesus ”that all may be one”.








Solna, Sweden, the Day of St. Martin of Tours, 2000





Bertil Persson, DD, ThD, FRSA

































































A Brief Biographical Sketch


on


William Albert Nichols








1877, 4 December


Born, Cambridge, Mass.





1891


Education at Boston University, Boston, and John Hopkins University, Baltimore





Later


Education at General Theological Seminary, New York





1908, 15 May


Ordains deacon of The Protestant Episcopal Church by Bishop William Montgomery Brown of Arkansas (Church Pension Fund)





1908-1909


Assistant, St. Stephen’s Church, Winslow, Arkansas





1909


Education at Arkansas School of Theology, Arkansas





Assistant, St. Paul’s Church, Newport, Arkansas





1910


Minister-in-charge, Church of Good Shepherd, Oriskany Falls, New York





Minister-in-charge, St. Andrew Church, Augusta, New York





1910, 21 December


Ordains priest of The Protestant Episcopal Church by Bishop Charles Tyler Olmstead of Colorado (Church Pension Fund)





Trains as journalist





Naval Chaplain; Chaplain of the Long Island American Legion Post; prison Chaplain; engaged in Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)





1926-1928


Religious editor of New York Sun and Brooklyn Standard Union





1927


Rector, Church of Ascension, Brooklyn, The Protestant Episcopal Church, Long Island





1929-1943


Religious editor of The New York World-Telegram


1929


Resigns as Rector, Church of Ascension, Brooklyn





1929, 4 June


Consecrates by Bishop Arthur Edward Leighton of The American Catholic Church





1930, around


Ordains priest sub conditione and consecrates sub conditione by Archbishop Samuel Gregory Lines, Primate of The Apostolic Christian Church (Brandreth p 96)





1930


Converts to Orthodoxy





1931, 1 January 


St. Basil’s Day according to the Eastern calendar. With Archbishop Aftimios Ofiesh, Primate of The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church & Archbishop of The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America, founder of The Society of Clerks Secular of St. Basil (The Basilian Vol III, Summer 1942, No 11 p 99, p 109, p 119)





1931, 1 January


Superior of The Society of Clerks Secular of St. Basil (The Basilian Vol IV, Spring 1947, No 8 p 211) 





1931, 26 May


Deposes by Bishop Ernest M Stires of Long Island of The Protestant Episcopal Church, after having renounced Holy Orders (Church Pension Fund)





1932, 27 September


Assisted by Bishop Sophronios Bishara of The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, and Bishop Joseph Zuk of The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America, Archbishop Aftimios Ofiesh consecrates Rev. Nichols as Bishop of Washington of The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, who adopts the ecclesiastical name Ignatius (Messenger of Holy Wisdom Vol VI, February 1962 No 2; William Albert Nichols’s consecration document)





1933, June


Marries to Emily Chasman





1933, 2 November


Deposes by Archbishop Sophronios Bishara as he got married





The church side of The Society of Clerks Secular of St. Basil begins working under the name The American Orthodox Catholic Church (Western Rite) with Bishop Nichols as Archbishop





1933, 20 November


With Archbishop George S A Brookes, Primate of The African Orthodox Church of New York, assisting Archbishop Samuel Gregory Lines, Primate of The Apostolic Christian Church, in his consecration of Rev. Howard Ellsworth Mather of The Order of Antioch (Vredenburgh)


1934


Ordains priest sub conditione Archbishop George W Plummer, Primate of The Anglican Universal Church of Christ in the United States of America (Chaldean) (Messenger of Holy Wisdom Vol VI, February 1962 No 2; Spataro Letter)





1934


Consecrates Rev. Maitland Raines/Raynes as Chorepiscopus of The American Orthodox Catholic Church, who adopts the ecclesiastical name Ambrosius





1934, 8 May


Assisted by Chorepiscopus Maitland Raines/Raynes consecrates sub conditione Archbishop George W Plummer, who adopts the ecclesiastical name Georgios (DeWitow, Mother Serena Photograph; Messenger of Holy Wisdom Vol VI, February 1962, No 2)





1934, 20 June


Ordains Rev. Stanislaus DeWitow [orig. Witowski] of The Holy Orthodox Church in America (Messenger of Holy Wisdom Vol VI, February 1962, No 2; Grosch, Mother Lucia Letter)





1936


Withdraws as Superior of The Society of Clerks Secular of St. Basil and succeeds by Rev. Paul Tyler Turner





1936, 16 March


With Archbishop George W Plummer incorporates The Metropolitan Synod of The Holy Orthodox Church in America (Spataro Letter)





1939, 12 November


Assisted by Archbishop George W Plummer and Bishop Howard E Mather consecrates Rev. Paul Tyler Turner, who adopts the ecclesiastical name Alexander (Vredenburgh)





1939, 29 November


With Bishop Henry Van Arsdale Parsell of The Holy Orthodox Church in America assisting when Archbishop George W Plummer consecrates Rev. Stanislaus DeWitow, who took the ecclesiastical name Theodotus (Messenger of Holy Wisdom Vol VI, February 1962, No 2; Grosch, Mother Lucia Letter)





1940, around


Assisted by Bishop Paul Tyler Turner consecrates sub conditione Archbishop Wallace de Ortega-Maxey, Primate of The Ancient Christian Fellowship (The Old Catholic Church of America) (de Ortega-Maxey; Keizer p 31)





1940, 10 April


Assisted by Bishop Paul Tyler Turner consecrates Rev. Frank Dyer of The Order of Antioch, who adopts the ecclesiastical name Sylvester





1942, 13 June


Archepiscopal Visitor of The Society of Clerks Secular of St. Basil








1943


Retires from journalist work





1947, 6 February


Dies (New York Times 9 February 1947 p 60)






































































































































THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSIONS OF 


WILLIAM ALBERT NICHOLS





1. The Apostolic Succession from The Syrian Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East





Moran Mor Ignatius Yacob II (1800-1871)


Patriarch, The Syrian Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East (1847)





Moran Mor Ignatius Yacob II consecrated 1865, 12 February





Joseph Pulikottil (Joseph Mar Dionysios V, 1832-1909)


Metropolitan, The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church (1865)





Assisted by Paulose Mar Athanasius (Paulose Kadavil Kooran), Paulose Mar Ivanios (Paulose Murimattom) and Geeverghese Mar Gregorios (Geevarghese Chathurutil), Bishops of The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, Joseph Mar Dionysios V consecrates 1889, 29 July





Antonio Francisco Xavier Alvarez (Mar Julius I, 1837-1923)


Ordained priest, The Catholic Church in India (1864, November 6)





Archbishop of Ceylon, Goa and India, The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church (1889)





Assisted by Paulose Mar Athanasius and Geevarghese Mar Gregorios, Bishops of The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, Mar Julius I consecrates 1892, 29 May





Joseph René Vilatte (Mar Timotheus I, 1854-1929)


Ordained priest, Christkatholische Kirche der Schweiz/L’Église catholique-chrétienne de la Suisse (1885, June 7)





Archbishop Primate, The American Catholic Church (1915)





Assisted by Bishop Louis Prota Giurleo Gulotti of The American Catholic Church, Archbishop Vilatte consecrates 1915, 29 December 





Frederic Ebenezer John Lloyd (1859-1933)


Ordained priest, The Anglican Church of Canada (1886, June 20)


Ordained priest, The American Catholic Church (1915, June 20)





Archbishop-Primate, The American Catholic Church (1920)





Archbishop Lloyd consecrates 1923, 1 July





Samuel Gregory Lines (1847-1940)


Ordained priest, The Protestant Episcopal Church (1873, December 19)


Ordained priest, The American Catholic Church (1915, June 20)


Ordained priest, The Liberal Catholic Church (1917, August 14)





Archbishop-Primate, The Apostolic Christian Church (1932)





Archbishop Lloyd consecrates 1924, 24 June





Axel Zakarias Fryxell (1860-1934)


Ordained priest, The Protestant Episcopal Church (1891, May 7)


Ordained priest, The American Catholic Church (1921)





Archbishop-Primate, Swedish Orthodox Church of The American Catholic Church Communion (1924)





Archbishop Fryxell consecrates 1927, 17 April





Arthur Edward Leighton (1883-1968)


Ordained priest, The American Catholic Church





Bishop Leighton consecrates 1929, 4 June


and Archbishop Lines consecrates around 1930





William Albert Nichols (Ignatius, 1877-1947)





2. The Apostolic Succession from The Russian Orthodox Church





Michael Nevskij (Makarij, 1835-1926)





Assisted by Bishop Innokentij (Alexander Dmitrievich Pustynsky), The Russian Orthodox Diocese of North America and Aleutian Islands, Bishop Makarij consecrates 1904, 4 January





Basil Michaelovich Meschersky (Eudokim, 1869-1935)


Ordained priest, The Russian Orthodox Church (1894, August 1 [Old style])





Archbishop, The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church (1914)





Assisted by Bishops Stephen (Alexander Stepanovich Dzubay) and Aleksandr (Aleksandr Aleksandrovich Nemolovskij), both of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Eudokim consecrates 1917, 13 May





Abdullah Ofiesh (Aftimios, 1880-1966)


Ordained priest, The Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East (1902)





Archbishop, The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church (1923)





Founder & Archbishop, The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America (The American Orthodox Catholic Church) (1927)





Assisted by Bishop Sophronios Bishara of The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church, and Bishop Joseph Zuk of The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America, Archbishop Ofiesh consecrates 1932, 27 September





William Albert Nichols (Ignatius, 1877-1947)


Excursus





After the deposition of Archbishop Aftimios Ofiesh and Bishop William Albert Nichols the following factions ensued:





Only unmarried bishops accepted�
Married bishops accepted�
�
Members of SOM continued for a time as a mission of ROC�
Members (most converts and Syrians) of SOM and some of HEOCAC would like to be recognized by ROC as an independent church (1)�
”The Living Church” of ROC�
Members (American converts) of HEOCAC under the name The American Orthodox Catholic Church as a Western Rite church�
The Holy Orthodox Church in America as an Oriental-orthodox- oriented church side of Societas Rosicruciana in America and continuation of The Anglican Universal Church of Christ in the United States of America (Chaldean)�
�
Anthony Bashir: 1935-1966�
Sophronios Bishara: 


1933-1934


John M More-Moreno: 


1934-1951�
John Sava Kedrovsky:


1923-1934


Nicholas Kedroff:


1935-1944�
William Albert Nichols:


1934-1947


Paul Tyler Turner:


1947-1971�
George W Plummer:


1934-1944�
�
Abbreviations 


HEOCAC - The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America


ROC - The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church


SOM - The Syrian Orthodox Mission of The North American Diocese of The Russian Orthodox Church�
�
(1) Patriarchal Exarch Benjamin’s will was that this faction continued as a mission of ROC, but Archbishop Sophronios declined
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